Milner Musings
Our mission is to
preserve and
enhance Milner
Gardens and
Woodland, to
educate and inspire.
All gifts to Milner
Gardens help us to
achieve this
mission.
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MEMBERS
Have you moved or
changed address?
To ensure you
receive your Milner
Musings Newsletter
regularly, please
advise us of any
change of address
or email.

Staff and volunteers are busy preparing
for the upcoming “Milner Christmas
Magic,” our second annual festival of
lights and music in the garden. This is
sure to delight the child in all of us.
Our sponsors this year are Windsor
Plywood, Ian Lindsay & Associates, the
President’s Office of Malaspina
University-College, Quality Foods and
Home Hardware. In addition, many other
individuals, groups and businesses are
contributing time and resources to help
ensure that you and your family will
have a memorable early Christmas
adventure (See details in this newsletter).
All of us look forward to seeing you at
this year's “Milner Christmas Magic.”
As reported in the last newsletter, the
Welcome and Interpretive Centre is
under construction. Mr. Bill
Katerenchuck and his associates in the
construction trades continue with their
amazing generosity in support of the
Centre. We could not have come this far
without this critical support from local
business and the cash contributions that
have come to us through the consistent
efforts of our volunteer Fundraising

Committee. Thank you to all of you for
believing in this important initiative.
In addition to the Welcome and
Interpretive Centre construction, Phase
Two of the Forest Interpretive Trail is
being completed. Work on this project
is being supervised by Geoff Ball.
Work began November 1 and is
scheduled for completion when the
garden reopens on March 31, 2005.
This project is funded by a grant from
the RBC Financial Group and the
gardens participation in the Human
Resources Development Canada “Job
Creation Partnership” Program. Be
sure to walk this trail through the forest
when you visit the garden next season.
There are some truly beautiful spots
along the new trail, including a wetland
boardwalk. We hope you enjoy these
additions to Milner Gardens, and we
appreciate your continued support.
All of us at Milner Gardens wish you
and your families all the best for the
Holidays Season.
Jim Cadwaladr
Executive Director
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Milner Christmas Magic: An evening of lights and music in the garden.
The Milner Gardens will come alive with lights, music and holiday magic again this year, as Milner
Christmas Magic takes place from November 25 to 28 and December 2 to 5. The family oriented
Christmas festival of lights and music will include a Teddy Bear Cottage where children can marvel at a
great collection of Teddy Bears and a children's story time, as BC Hydro Power Smart presents Jesse and
the Power Smart Wizard.
The festival will run from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. each night at 2179 West Island Highway. Visitors can
leave their vehicles in the parking lot of Arrowview Elementary School, at the corner of Island Highway
and 650 Bennett Road, from there they will be driven to the Garden entrance by bus. The first bus will
leave for the Gardens at 5:15 p.m. and every 15 minutes after that until 8:15 p.m. Visitors are encouraged
to bring along their own flashlights to enhance the procession, and umbrellas, should the weather warrant.
Lanterns and Christmas lights will brighten the way. Visitors are reminded to dress warmly—this is an
outdoor event.
The festival is a truly old-fashioned Christmas and will feature decorative and festive lights, holiday
displays and musicians performing holiday music. Santa Claus and his Elves will be on hand in the Food
Garden's gazebo to greet the children. The "Christmas Bear" will direct visitors around the garden.
The Milner House, decorated in traditional holiday style, and the tearoom will be open for successive
sittings of a special dessert and tea from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. In addition, beverages and cookies will be
available for purchase outside the main house. The Gardens' Gift Shop will open each evening for
Christmas shopping. Fresh fir and cedar swags and wreaths are also being prepared and would make
great holiday décor. Also, back by popular demand, is the “Olde Fashioned Christmas Luncheon” (see
details below).
Entry to Milner Christmas Magic will be by donation at the Gate House. All proceeds go to support the
continued operation of the garden.

‘Olde Fashioned Christmas Luncheon’
Come and experience an
Old Fashioned Christmas luncheon
Saturdays, November 27 and December 4
12:30 pm
$16.50/person (Tax included)
Reservations required
(250) 752-8573
Exclusive to Members, Volunteers
And their guests
Gift Shop Open

Roots & Shoots 2004
Charlene Forrest

Children’s Program Coordinator

Harvest Party 2004
On October 4, Roots & Shoots members and mentors harvested the children’s food garden.
It was an afternoon of awe, wonder and pride as they sorted plants into usable, compost-able
and “Donkey Salad”-able parts.
Everyone headed home with rewards from the harvest…...and Chico was one happy donkey!

NE
W
MG&W’s Roots and Shoots has become a member of the Jane Goodall
Institute Roots & Shoots.

!

“Roots & Shoots® engages and inspires youth through community
service and service learning. Founded by Dr. Jane Goodall, this
global program emphasizes the principle that knowledge leads to
compassion, which inspires action. All Roots & Shoots groups
show care and concern in three areas: the human community,
animals, and the environment.”

2003
2004

inaugural year of MG & W R&S program!
spring 5 week school program
field trips and summer program
fall 2 (of 6) week program (same students return for 4 visits March 31 - June 16, 2005)

183
158
92
186
619 participants !

Thank you !
Windsor Plywood
R&S mentors
Ursus Environmental
Theresa Ratzlaff

your donation ensured that the 2004 R&S program could happen; thank you thank you thank you

John Gayton

an apologetically belated thank you for building the planters for us in the spring, they have added a
great touch to the garden and program

Mum

whose many a “golden” trip to the SOS has saved my butt

you guys are the best!
the photos and specimens you gave us access to were amazing, and truly enriched the program
thank you for a wonderful summer of laughs, headaches and smiling kids– it was a blast sharing it
with you

NEW FALL WOODLAND PROGRAM
This fall, 9 elementary classes (186 students) from Winchelsea, Parksville,
Bowser and Beacon Christian schools, and the Collaborative Educational
Alternative Program (CEAP), took part in the first fall woodland component of
the Roots & Shoots program.
During their first visit students met Arrowsmith Search &
Rescue volunteers who lead them on a hike through the
MG & W woodland. They were taught how to prepare for an
outdoor excursion, how to travel through nature responsibly and
with etiquette, and how to follow the ‘Hug-a-Tree’ guidelines if
you find you are lost. Rain or shine the students absorbed the
cold temperatures from the ground they sat on and invaluable
information which could save their, and their loved ones lives.
In their second visit the students became “Forest Detectives”.
They worked alongside MG & W volunteer mentors to investigate
the plants and animals of the woodland. While they recorded data
from sand-trap track beds, they identified bird calls, native plants
and fungus and evidence of nature’s cycles and systems.
A gorgeous buck and doe pair graciously made their
presence visible to the students, and the eagles offered a grand
display of nest repair. The students were also able to handle and
learn about numerous nests and ‘bones and bits’ from the Roots &
Shoots collection.

W OODLAND WONDER
was created as a wrap-up event for this extremely successful fall program.
Numerous local woodland information sources have been invited to present
displays and booths of information for the students to view and participate in.
Members of Arrowsmith Search & Rescue, Ursus Environmental
Consulting, Stream Keepers, Spirit Bear Youth Coalition and the Wildlife Tree
Stewardship program have already been assigned tables. Numerous other
organizations have been invited and are anticipated to attend.
November 20, 2004
10 am - 4 pm

Qualicum Beach Community Hall
Admission by donation
Everyone Welcome
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THE WELCOME
INTERPRETIVE CENTRE
Over the past few months the Welcome and
Interpretive Centre Fundraising Committee
has been campaigning for the construction
of the new Welcome and Interpretive
Centre. We are very excited about the
progress of the building, and, as many of
you will have noticed, the foundation
footings and walls were erected last month.
It is an important project for Milner Gardens
and Woodland; in addition to providing
welcoming services to all visitors, the
Centre will be the focal point in which our
forest education and conservation programs
will be based. Our 60-acre, old-growth,
Coastal Douglas-fir forest is extremely rare
and the preservation of this fragile
ecosystem is urgent. We believe that the
education of our visitors about its
importance will help protect this wonderful
asset in our community.
CORPORATE CONTRIBUTORS
TO THE WELCOME &
INTERPRETIVE CENTRE
PROJECT
CONSULTANTS AND DESIGN:
Bil Derby
Wilfrid Worland
Randle Jones
Bill Katerenchuck, Consulpro Inc.
Mike Herold, Herold Engineering
Teresa Merfield, Pacific Land
Surveying Ltd.
Island Design Group

To date, cash and in-kind donations of
materials and volunteer labour, have brought
us more than halfway towards our building
objective; but of course, we still need your
help to reach our goal.
Please accept our invitation to help complete
this important forest education and
conservation project at Milner Gardens and
Woodland. Recognition of all donors $100
and above will be installed permanently in
the Centre.
Thank you for your support;
The Welcome and Interpretive Centre
Campaign Committee

CONSTRUCTION AND MATERIAL
SUPPLY:
Bill Katerenchuck, Consulpro Inc.
Hans Heringa, Rascal Trucking
Jim Lundine, Lundine Backhoe
Services
Marc Landry, Marlin Resources Inc.
John Medd, Collins Electric
Windsor Plywood
Parksville Redi-Mix
Feline Concrete Pumping
Island Aggregates Ltd.
Murray’s Bobcat Service
…and the list keeps growing!
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Order your Christmas wreath or swag today!
Members/Volunteers book now and
take $5.00 off the price of each item! *
Wreath $20.00
Swag $15.00

To place your order call Candice
752-8573 extension 3 or drop an email
to candice.milnergardens@shaw.ca
Orders will be ready for pick up during
Milner Christmas Magic beginning
Thurs Nov. 25 -Sun Nov.28 or Thurs Dec. 2nd – SunDec.
5th from 5:30-8:30pm * Must order before Thurs. Nov 25th to receive discount
th

th

Gifts to the Garden
Milner Leave a Legacy Program
We are delighted that, to date, five individuals have made a bequest donation to the Milner Gardens and Woodland
Society in their wills. This program provides an opportunity for anyone interested in the preservation and enhancement
of the Gardens in perpetuity. Even a small percentage of most estates will provide a significant boost to the future of
this increasingly popular community jewel. These five donors will be the first members in the newly established Milner
Legacy Circle. The Legacy Circle is a recognition of those individuals who have included Milner Gardens and Woodland
Society in their wills. This is a wonderful way to support the Gardens.
Leave a Legacy British Columbia encourages everyone to prepare a will. It is the only way you can be certain that your
wishes will be respected and your family properly cared for after your death. Leave a Legacy helps educate people from
all walks of life as to the possibility of making an estate gift to a charity of choice.
For more information about the “10 top things you can do today to leave a legacy” published by Leave a Legacy British
Columbia, or to receive a sample bequest clause for making a gift in your will to Milner Gardens and Woodland Society,
call us or send in the form below.
Milner Gardens and Woodland
2179 West Island Highway,
Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 1G1
(250) 752-8573

SEND MORE INFORMATION
I would like to receive
Information about:

Please Print
?Mr.

?Mrs.

?Ms. ? Miss ? Dr.

Name: _________________________________________

? Donor Bench Program
? Contributing to a Capital Project
? Making a will bequest to Milner Gardens and Woodland
? Milner Gardens and Woodland Endowment Fund
? Send information about Leave a Legacy program

Address: _______________________________________
________________________________________________

City_____________________Prov/State: ____________
Postal Code: __________Phone:( __)_______________

Milner Musings
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STAFF AT MILNER
GARDENS

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
7 DAYS A WEEK
10:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M.
MAY 5 TO SEPT 5

Jim Cadwaladr
Executive Director

and
THURS TO SUN & HOLIDAY MON
MARCH 31 TO MAY 1
AND THEN
SEPT 8 TO OCT 10

Geoff Ball
Horticultural Supervisor
Candice Coghill
Nursery Grower
Charlene Forrest
Children’s Programs Facilitator

Milner Gardens and Woodland
2179 West Island Highway
Qualicum Beach, BC
V9K 1G1

Carol Hansen
Tea Room/Gift Shop
Coordinator

Administration: 250-752-8573
Volunteer Services: 250-752-7514
Fax: 250-752-3826

Judy Armstrong
Secretary

E-mail: milnergardens@shaw.ca
Web: www.milnergardens.org

VOLUNTEER SUPPORT GROUP
The planned volunteers’ bus tour to the botanical gardens in Tofino in September was unfortunately
cancelled.
On December 9th over 40 volunteers will travel to Butchart Gardens with a stop en route at the Merridale
Cidery in Cobble Hill. Butchart Gardens has graciously invited us to attend as their guests, and will be
offering us a behind the scenes tour of the greenhouses as well as the opportunity to enjoy their Christmas
light and music show.
Members of the Volunteer Support Group are busy assisting with the planning and staging of our annual
Milner Christmas Magic event.
The group is also finalizing a questionairre which will be sent to all volunteers in the New Year.
All volunteers are reminded that it is very important that they record their volunteer hours in the books
provided for this purpose. When grant applications are being made, one of the questions usually asked is
“how many volunteers do you have and how many hours did they contribute in the past 12 months.”
In addition, of course, those volunteers who contribute, and record, 60 hours or more of their time in one
year earn a free membership to the Gardens for the ensuing year. Those who contribute 100 hours or more
earn a family membership.

End of Season Coffee Party

For All Milner Gardens & Woodland Volunteers and Partners
Wednesday December 8th , 10:30-12:00
In the Main House
Please RSVP
By December 6th
752-8573

