MusingsMilner Musings

Milner

June 2010
Volume 9,

Milner Musings

Issue 3
Our Mission is to
preserve and
enhance Milner
Gardens &
Woodland, to
educate and
inspire. All gifts
to Milner
Gardens help us
to achieve this
mission.

Individual Highlights:
Executive
Director’s Message
1.
Fund Development
2.
Milner Gardens
and Woodland Society
AGM, Volunteer BBQ,
Ursus Den Opening,
Milner Garden Workshop
Series
3.
Shoots with Roots
4.
Snippets
5.
Happenings, Corporate
Partners
6.
Donation Form
7.
Summer Events,
Memberships
8.

Staff at Milner Gardens
Geoff Ball
Executive Director
Charlene Forrest
Shoots with Roots
Kim Hammond
Nursery Grower /
Groundskeeper
Carol Hansen
Tea Room Coordinator
Michele Lacey
Secretary
Helen Reimer
Visitor Services
Coordinator
Denise Winter
Groundsperson /
Labourer

Styrax japonicum

Executive Director’s Message
Greetings Milner Community,
Here we sit just a short time away from the official start of summer and with
that is the hope we will see a change from this near-wintery weather to sun
and warmth. The good side to all of the rain is that the plants have been
growing very well and the garden is lush and inviting. As usual, staff and
volunteers are busy on site, working away at projects, hosting our guests and
getting ready for the rest of the season.
Our construction volunteers have finished up the repairs on the veranda. This
has been a very large project to repair a significant amount of rot that had
built up over the years. By the time you are reading this we anticipate the
new carpeting to be installed, finishing the last item on the list for this project.
This space has always been a great spot to sit back and enjoy the views and
with the renovations complete it will be an even more inviting place.
We have two upcoming construction projects. The first is the shifting of the
fence at the end of the main lawn to provide the recommended setback from
the edge of the bluff (to where the current chain and posts are marking this
buffer line). The second, thanks to a generous supporter, is to install a new
much-needed storage building in our service area to house most of our event
supplies and equipment.
As many of you know, we have been working on a plan to deal with the
erosion happening along our shoreline now that the old wooden sea wall is
rapidly deteriorating. We have been working with Green Shores to come up
with the best system possible. Due to financial constraints we have had to sit
back and review the order in which to deal with different components of the
overall project and hope to be moving on the first stages later this fall.
Through the spring we held a raffle for a great selection of gardening-related
prizes. I am happy to announce that Linda Burke of Nanaimo was our winner
with ticket # 0303. We are planning to hold another raffle beginning in fall
with the draw taking place during Christmas Magic.
General Information: 250-752-6153
Web site: www.milnergardens.org
Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca

Administration: 250-752-8573
Fax: 250-752-3826

Milner Gardens & Woodland
2179 West Island Highway
Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 1G1
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We have four summer students giving us a hand this summer. On the grounds we have Rob Egan and
Stephan Kropf, practicum students from our Horticulture Technician Program. Natasha Rinaldis is
helping us out in the tea room and openings, and Braemen Meeker is supporting our visitor services end of
things.
Last but not least are our events for the summer. Art and Photography runs July 17th & 18th this year, a
great chance to come by and pick up a piece by one of our very talented local artists as well as enjoy the
beauty of the artist’s garden. After a successful launch last year, we will be holding another celebration of
BC Day on August 2nd; come by to take in the music, play some lawn games and enjoy the BBQ.
The biggest change to the summer events is the expansion of Jazz in the Garden to Music in the Garden,
adding on a second performance of classical music the day before Jazz. The event will run on Saturday
August 14th and Sunday August 15th. Tickets will be on sale next week at Coastal Community Credit
Union branches in Qualicum Beach, Parksville and Nanoose, Turley’s Florist and VIU Bookstore in
Nanaimo; as well as at our Welcome Centre.
I hope you all have a great summer and take a moment to
come and enjoy the magic of Milner Gardens at some point this
summer.

Geoff Ball
Executive Director
Fund Development Committee Report
What do an Easter Bunny Hunt, an oven, engineering fees, Shoots with Roots, and renovations to the Magnolia
Room have in common? All these were among the programs, events, initiatives, and purchases made possible,
during the 2009/10 fiscal year, by donations from supporters of the Gardens. About $51,000 in much needed cash
designated for particular spending was generously donated. All special events have a cost associated with them;
sponsorship for some of these expenses means more revenue for Milner Gardens & Woodland (MGW). Donations
of cash for replacement appliances, upgrades to infrastructure and facilities within the Garden, etc., supplement
income from membership fees, entry fees, and sales which primarily goes towards general operating costs. If you
like to know how your charitable donations are spent, perhaps ‘designated’ donations are for you! Grants,
undesignated cash donations, donations to the Book of Honours, and silent auction/raffle funds comprised the other
$50,000.00 in fundraising monies raised last year. Sincere thanks to all who donated cash, gifts-in-kind or their
time to our fundraising efforts; all contributions were greatly appreciated.
Congratulations to Linda Burke of Nanaimo who was the winner of the Gardening Package Raffle. Thanks to
everyone who supported the raffle by buying a ticket.
The Fund Development Committee welcomes Sharon Perrin as a new member of the committee. Already Sharon is
at work revising the donations link on the MGW web page. Thanks for taking this on, Sharon.
By now you will have received by mail or email, our Spring Campaign literature which has taken on a new look.
Use the donation form attached to your email, card, or pamphlet should you wish to make a donation at this time.
Help our Garden grow!
Think sunny weather! And, should you be performing rain dances – please stop!!! We’d love to see more visitors
in the Gardens!

Alice Marquardt
Chair, Fund Development Committee
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MILNER GARDENS AND WOODLAND SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

A reminder to all Milner Gardens & Woodland members that the Annual General Meeting of the
Society will be held in room 262 of the Parksville campus of Vancouver Island University, located
in the Civic and Technology Centre, 100 E. Jensen Street, at 7:00 p.m., on Tuesday, June 15th.
Agenda items will include reports of various committees, including finance, fund development, and
marketing, the Executive Director’s report, election of Board members, and election of officers for
the coming year.
All members are invited and encouraged to attend.
Lou Gueho
Chair
Milner Gardens and Woodland Society
Current ema il a ddresses!! Plea se h el p Miln er Garden s & W oodlan d save po stal co st s. By ch an gin g
the delivery of your newsletter from post to downloading it, you receive the newsletter faster,
and in colour, and Milner updates during the year! If you are not renewing your membership in
person, you may pick up your new membership cards at the Welcome & Interpret ive Centre.

Volunteer BBQ
Volunteer Potluck July 28th,
5:30 – 8:30 pm; dinner starts at
6:00 pm on the main lawn.
For active volunteers and one
guest.
Please come for the fun and fine food.
Staff will be serving salmon, smokies
and wine, complimented by volunteer
potluck desserts, side dishes or salad.
Please mark all your containers and
serving utensils with your name on the
bottom. Paper plates, disposable
cutlery, BBQ supplies and utensils will be
provided.
Please RSVP by July 21st on the sign-up
sheets in the Welcome & Interpretive
Centre, Tearoom, Pool House Giftshop or
Gardener’s Cottage, or leave a message on
the volunteer line at
250-752-8573 extension 226.

Ursus Den Opening 1:00 p.m. June 13th

Please join us on June 13th at 1:00 for the official
opening of the building. This building has been
possible thanks to the Rotary Club of Qualicum
Beach, Coastal Community Credit Union - Coastal
Spirit Fund, Qualicum Beach Chamber of Commerce
Gala Fund and Ursus Environmental, as well as our own
construction volunteers with support from the Rotary
Club of Qualicum Beach volunteers.
Please RSVP if you are able to attend to
education.milnergardens@shaw.ca or
250-752-8573 extension 290.

Milner Gardens 2010 Season
Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., gate closes at 4:30
p.m.. Open seven days a week from May 1st to
September 6th, Thursday through Sunday and
holiday Mondays, from September 9th to October
11th.
To register for the following Milner Garden Workshop Series,
please call Vancouver Island University Centre for Continuing
Studies at 1-866-734-6252 or 250-248-2096

Tea Cup Tales: Reading The Leaf, Friday, July 9th - 11:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., with Tanya Lester
Tea Cup Tales: Reading The Leaf, Friday, August 6th - 11:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m., with Tanya Lester
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Shoots with Roots
Charlene Forrest – Program Coordinator

250-752-8573 extension 290

Summer 2010 Newsletter
education.milnergardens@shaw.ca
www.milnergardens.org under ‘Education’

Multi-visit School Program – the 2009-10 school program is
finishing up the fifth visit for each class. Students have been
researching amphibians and the wetland, conducting pollinator
patrols in the Gardens, planting pollinator attractors in the Food
Garden and releasing ladybeetles for natural pest control. It is
always a fun final visit, but sad to see the students go 
To support literacy in our community The Rotary
Club of Qualicum Beach have donated a dictionary to
every student in the SwR school program 
Thank you Rotary for supporting Shoots with Roots !!

Ursus Den Celebration – join us on June 13th from 1-3pm to
celebrate the donors and volunteers who have made the new SwR
Ursus Den classroom possible. Ribbon cutting at the Ursus Den
and refreshments in the Food Garden. Please RSVP # attending,
and to arrange gate admission waiver if you are not a MGW
member:
education.milnergardens@shaw.ca
250-752-8573 ext. 290
Ethnobiology Conference – with tremendous thanks to a
donor from our community, I was able to attend the 12th
International Congress of Ethnobiology in Tofino (during that
great week of weather in May ). Josie Osborne of Tofino
Botanical Gardens did an amazing job organizing and hosting this
event! It was A LOT of information and culture still to absorb.
Thank you so very much Pat
Outreach –MGW and the Qualicum Beach Farmers Market
have started a new partnership to involve more community
members in Shoots with Roots activities. On the 2nd Saturday of
each market month, SwR will offer free family activities with
nature themes and recycled items at the QBFM. Hope to see you
and your family at the market!!
qbfarmersmarket.com
Summer Programs –will be starting soon. There are new
camps this season, and the new Drum Latin and Shoots Cinema
will continue. It is going to be a great year! See the SwR webpage
for info. Don’t forget VIU’s GrandKids University. My mum and
son did Anthropology last year and are in the Earth Sciences
degree this year.
viu.ca/ccs/courses/summeratviugku.asp
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Snippets
Sawflies and Neem Oil
I thought I might pass on something useful for a change and
having discovered sawflies on our new Josta berries, saw a
perfect opportunity to tell you about Neem Oil. There was
a moment where I pondered if sawfly larvae turned into
surfid flies which are good things; in which case I would
tolerate the munching. Too many s’s were confusing me.
But upon clarifying that I was, indeed wrong, in researching
the organic weapon of choice for their imminent destruction
I was reminded that BTK, my original line of thought, was
also the wrong choice. It is a mistaken assumption that
sawflies are caterpillars; even though they behave as such.
You see flies are insects, with six legs, and even their larval
forms will have six prolegs (or stumpy bits that will
become legs), therefore not caterpillars, who have five or
less, so BTK will not work. But Neem oil does. And it did.
Lesser known, sustainable, (so far) and usable as a topical
or a drench it is most versatile. Being an oil (it comes from
the bark and seeds of the Neem tree which apparently
replenishes itself after harvesting – I do hope that’s true), it suffocates the breathing parts of the beastie and.. well,
they die. Its original purpose for use in North America was
as leaf shine. A little dab on a cloth, dust your plants and
they portray the picture of gleaming health. In India, its
home country, it is called the miracle tree and is used for
over 200 different things from skin creams to diabetic
treatments. To make a long story short, we have this
product that is organic, useful, has a very long storage life,
needs very little to be effective and, here’s the kicker – it
works.
It can be taken up as a systemic (via a drench or watering)
to discourage pests in the first place. It kills the ones that
get by you very quickly, and you get shiny leaves to boot.
What more?
It will solidify in the bottle if it gets cold, (don’t we all) but
a warm room or hot water bath brings it back to a useful
state (ditto), or you can scoop it out with a straw or spoon
handle. Use a teaspoon to a litre of water, give a good
shake frequently to keep it in suspension and away you go.
It may even work on scale!
Anyone have any to try it out ??
There… something useful. Get out there and get dirty, it’s
good for you.
Kim Hammond
Nursery Grower / Grounds Keeper

Gift Shop News
I have added a few unique products to the Gift
Shop this season. Where do I begin?
Bath products made in Sidney, BC. This is a line
of quality body lotions, bubble bath and body
butter as well as a very nice lip balm that
Michael J. Fox’s wife, Tracey, loves. There are
also some fun products with this particular
company: fortune cookie-shaped bath fizzers
that, when dissolved, your fortune floats to the
top of the bath water, and funny fizzers for the
kids that, when dissolved, a joke floats to the top
of the water. There are many more inexpensive
products to treat yourself or give to a friend as a
gift.
Spirals Gourmetware made in Sooke, BC. These
products are a fun, unique and affordable way to
liven up your home. In this line are quality
stainless steel utensils that are hand-wrapped
with aluminum wire (food safe) and will not
tarnish, and have a polished stone to add a bit
more character. Also this company makes
glassware: oil/ vinegar/soap bottles and butter
dishes.
When the Magnolia Christmas Shop was open, I
tried a line of hand-painted ladybug and
dragonfly vases, wine glasses, salt and pepper
shakers and votive holders. They were very
popular and I have had many requests from
members to add pieces to their set. I have
decided to bring them in as a regular item.
The next time you are in for a walk through the
Gardens, stop and browse the Gift Shop to
check out the new items in stock. The back patio
is being transformed into the gardening section.
Don’t forget that on Members’ Luncheon days,
members receive an additional 10% off regular
priced items.
Helen Reimer
Visitor Services Coordinator
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CAMELLIA TEA ROOM
Our June 18th luncheon is almost booked
solid already. We have about six seats
left right now so if you are interested,
please contact me right away at
carol.milnergardens@shaw.ca or phone
250-752-8573 ext. 224. The menu for
this month will be a hearty Quiche with a nice salad, beverage and Rhubarb Cake with ice cream for dessert
for $14.95 plus tax. July’s date is set for the 23rd and August 20th will be the next. We find that we are
getting booked up a month ahead so if you would like to attend, be sure to book early.
The verandah is finished now except for the installation of new carpeting, but we have been able to use it the
few times that we’ve had nice weather since it’s been done. It looks like better days are ahead now so it will
be wonderful to sit out there and enjoy the great scenery and the serenity of the Garden. It was a favourite
place for Veronica to sit and it is now a favourite spot for our visitors to sit, relax and refresh.
On Saturday, June 26th, we’ll be having another Gramma & Me Tea. This is a great opportunity for
members and volunteers to bring their granddaughters or great granddaughters in for a nice luncheon of
Afternoon High Tea, consisting of fancy sandwiches, scones with Devon Cream and squares, served on our
three-tiered platters, plus tea, for the special price of $15.00 for Gramma and $7.50 for granddaughters, plus
GST. Please call or email as above for reservations. All reservations will be confirmed. Our regular Full
Afternoon Teas (High Teas) are available by prior reservation.
With all the bookings we’ve been getting for High Tea, we find we could use some more of the fancy china
three-tiered trays, if you happen to have one that you don’t have use for anymore.
Right at this time, we have a very limited supply available of our great tasting raspberry jam made with the
wonderful berries from our food garden. We’re taking orders for our members and volunteers as long as
supplies last. Again, please contact me at the above number. We have Marjorie Gueho to thank for
volunteering her jam-making skills. Don’t forget, we’re always looking for the small jam jars that can take
the snap top lids and rings.
Next time you are in the Tea Room, be sure to ask for a sample taste of our Savoury Curry Jam which is
selling like hot cakes! We serve it with cream cheese on Waldorf bread for our High Teas and receive lots
of raves and requests for jars to take home.
We’ve been trying to have some special desserts available in the Tea Room this season and these have
proven to be quite popular. Of course, the fresh baked scones with real Devon Cream and our homemade
preserves have remained at the top of the list!
We’ve been very lucky this season with
having some great new volunteers helping us
out in the Tea Room but we still have room for
some more. If you would like to help out in the
kitchen or as a server, please let me know. It’s
a great way to meet new people if you are new
in town or would just like to have some fun. No experience necessary!
Carol Hansen
Tea Room Coordinator

We would like to thank our
corporate partners
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MILNER GARDENS AND WOODLAND SOCIETY ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FUND
ANNUAL DONOR CATEGORIES: All donors will receive recognition in the annual published donors’ list.
Benefits - please check box when choice provided
Primrose Circle

$100+

One Gardens admission pass

Magnolia Circle

$250+

Two Gardens admission passes

Douglas-fir Circle

$500+

Four Gardens admission passes

Rhododendron Circle $1,000+

Four Gardens admission passes
+ Invitation for two to annual donor reception at the Gardens

Garden Benefactor

$5,000+

Six Gardens admission passes
+ Invitation for two to annual donor reception at the Gardens

Milner Partner

$10,000+

Six Gardens admission passes
+ Invitation for two to Milner Partners’ dinner
+ Recognition in a MGW program or other agreed upon project

********************************************************************************************************************************************************
Donor name(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/Town: _______________________________________________ Province/State: ___________________________________

Postal Code/Zip Code: _________________________ ____________ Telephone:_______________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________Date of donation: _________________________________
Please indicate below how you would like your name or names to be listed in the annual donors’ list
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
My donation is $ ___________
credit card

cash or

cheque [payable to Milner Gardens and Woodland Society]

or

Amex |Mcard |Visa : No.___________________________________: Expiry date/month__________/__________

Name on card________________________________________________ Signature: _______________________________________
Official tax receipts will be issued by Milner Gardens and Woodland Society under Canadian Federal Charitable # 88675 3615 RR0001
for all donations $10 or greater.

Please circle the following to receive more information:
Annual membership categories
Planned giving opportunities

The Book of Honours

Making a bequest to the MG&W Society

Donating a stock security
Installment donation by credit card

2179 West Island Highway, Qualicum Beach, B.C. V9K 1G1
Office: (250) 752-8573 Fax: (250) 752-3826 Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca www.milnergardens.org

OFFICE RECORD
ONLY

Date received:__________________; Admission passes sent: __________________
Other information requests sent:

________________________________________
Forms\Annual donation form Jan. 2010.doc

“TO PRESERVE AND ENHANCE MILNER GARDENS & WOODLAND, TO EDUCATE AND INSPIRE”
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ART & PHOTOGRAPHY IN THE GARDEN
JULY 17TH AND 18TH FROM 10 A.M. TO 5 P.M.
(LAST ENTRY AT 4:30 P.M.)

BC DAY PICNIC AT MILNER GARDENS, & START OF CEDAR
SEARCH, AUGUST 2ND

Weekend admission is $10.00 for adults, $6.03 for students.
Children 12 & under free accompanied by an adult.
Over two dozen artists including students from the Visual Arts
Program at Vancouver Island University will be set up at various
points within the garden, displaying some of their work, as well as
working on pieces while in the garden. We will also have art on
display in the main house. Each artist participating in the event has
donated a piece of art for the Silent Auction that will happen over the
course of the weekend. Enjoy live music each afternoon.

Milner Gardens invites you to a picnic on the
lawn on BC Day, Monday, August 2nd. Come
enjoy a day with your family and friends at Milner
Gardens. We encourage you to bring a blanket
and a picnic lunch on the front lawn or in the
orchard. Refreshment stand with smokies and
hotdogs, live music, as well as lawn games set up
around the Garden and Cedar Search activity for
everyone to enjoy!

Music from 12:30 to 4:00 p.m., rain or shine. A perfect day to bring
your friends for music and great food. Gates open 11:30 a.m.
Tickets $30.00 person/day, $25 for members
Non-member weekend tickets $55, members weekend tickets $45.
Tickets are non-refundable and may be purchased at gate, Coastal Community
Credit Union branches in Qualicum Beach, Parksville & Nanoose, Turley’s Florist
and VIU Bookstore in Nanaimo. Please show your membership card
for discounted tickets. Wine, beer and food sales available.
No off site liquor permitted.
Gardens open to ticket holders only this weekend.
FMI www.milnergardens.org

Music in the Garden

Classics August 14th Jazz August 15th

THE FRIENDS OF MILNER GARDENS
AND WOODLAND
If you purchased or renewed your membership last summer, please take a moment to renew your
membership now.
Please note price changes.
On July 1, 2010, HST will apply.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Individual
Household

ANNUAL







$25 + $1.25 GST = $26.25 Member benefits for one (Individual membership $25 + HST= $28)
$40 + $2 GST = $42
Member benefits for adults and children living at the same address
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
(Household membership $40.18 + HST = $45)
Free admission to the Gardens during regular garden hours (excluding some special events)
Priority registration for education courses
'Milner Musings' Quarterly Newsletter
Gift Shop & Nursery – 10% discount off regularly-priced merchandise and plants
Discounted Guest Passes @ $7.52 plus .38 GST = $7.90 (Guest passes $7.59 +HST = $8.50)
Membership in the Milner Gardens and Woodland Society

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Individual $_______

Household $ _______

Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (1)
Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (2)
Address
Province

City
Postal Code

Email

Phone (Home) ___________________________________ Phone (work) ___________________________________________

Amex/Visa/Master Card: _________ _________ _________ _________. Credit card expiry date: ____/____
Cheque: Payable to Milner Gardens & Woodland Cards issued _______ Membership expiry date_________________

