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Vancouver Island University (VIU) Students: Katie Clarke, Denise Winter, & Lizzy Li

Executive Director’s Message
Greetings to all of our members, volunteers and supporters!
The Gardens have continued to be a busy site over the last couple of months.
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First of all, we have another great group of students from our VIU programs helping us out this
summer: working with Kim and Phillip on the grounds are Denise Winter and Lesley Tucker,
who were in the Horticulture Technician program this past semester; in the Tea Room is Katie
Clarke who is heading into the Hospitality Management Program this fall. Helping us in the office,
Gift Shop, Welcome Centre and with events is Hong (Lizzy) Li from the Recreation and Tourism
program. All four have been a tremendous help in their different areas.
The Ursus Den (children‟s outdoor classroom) continues to move towards completion thanks to
our dedicated carpentry volunteers. I would also like to thank the Qualicum Beach Evening
Rotary Club once again, this time for their recent donation towards the purchase of the metal
roofing. We hope to have the building operational in time for summer camps and have a grand
opening later in the year.
Our support organization, the Milner Gardens and Woodland Society, has undergone an exciting
change last month, as it officially moved from a closed board to an open society, with its first open
Annual General Meeting held at our VIU centre in Parksville on June 16th. Thank you to all who
attended. For any of you who are interested in getting more involved in supporting the Gardens,
please think about attending the meeting next year, or even putting your name forward to join the
Board. If being on a board is not your cup of tea, we are always looking for volunteers to join the
great team of folks who help to keep the place going.
The strategic planning process continues to move along well. We were hoping to release the final
plan by now but have postponed the release until the fall, in order to allow more consultation to
take place. We look forward to sharing the vision with our members and volunteers.
Our summer event planning is well underway with the Art & Photography and Jazz in the Garden
coming together nicely. In addition to these two popular events, we will be having a family picnic
on BC Day when we would encourage families to bring a blanket and have a picnic on the lawn or
in the orchard. There will be lawn games set up around the gardens for families to enjoy, live
music, as well as a refreshment stand and BBQ. We are also looking at trying a Sunset Sunday
event later this summer where you will be welcome to come enjoy a glass of wine, some live
music, and take in the late evening colours as the sun slowly sets over the water; details will be
coming in the near future.
General Information: 250-752-6153
Web site: www.milnergardens.org
Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca

Administration: 250-752-8573
Fax: 250-752-3826

Milner Gardens & Woodland
2179 West Island Highway
Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 1G1
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I would like to thank all of you who helped to support the Gardens through
contributing towards our annual fundraising campaign. These funds are very
important in helping us keep programs and events at the Gardens going. As
important and deserving of great thanks is the incredible volunteer support of
all who contribute their time and energy.
We will be having our annual Legacy Circle Tea later this summer. This group
of people have thoughtfully pledged to include the Gardens in their estate
planning. If you are interested in joining this group or exploring how this works,
please feel free to contact me at (250) 752-8573 ext 222.

Artwork by Dan Gray

Thank you for being part of the Milner Gardens‟ community. I hope whenever possible you all take time out of your
busy life to come enjoy the restorative peace and tranquility of the gardens.

Geoff Ball
Executive Director

With the beautiful weather we are having, a visit to Milner Gardens is a must on your list of
things to do with family and friends! A visit during our popular summer events – Art and
Photography in the Garden and Jazz in the Garden – not only supports the Garden but also the
Arts and Music communities. Join in the fun of silent auctions at both events. Pack a lunch and
celebrate BC Day with a picnic on the lawn; lawn games will be available for all to enjoy.
Donations since April 1 have brought us half way to our fund raising goal of $90,000. The
Magnolia Room is being ‘spiffed up’ thanks to a generous donation to cover the cost. A big
thank you to all these donors.
The Fund Development Committee recently launched a Leave a Legacy campaign to encourage
friends of the Garden to include a donation to Milner in their wills. A brochure on the topic has
been mailed to all members and a fall workshop is in the planning stages. If you are interested
or have questions please call or email Geoff Ball.
With the change in status of the Milner Gardens and Woodland Society to that of an open
society, Milner Gardens is now eligible to make applications for grants from Lottery Funds and
to apply for raffle licenses. An application for a raffle license is being processed and a grant
application will be made this summer.
The Fund Development Committee welcomes Moira Hauk of the Qualicum Beach Branch of the
Coastal Community Credit Union as a member of the committee.
Enjoy your visits to the Garden.
Alice Marquardt
Fund Development Committee

Milner Musings - Page 3 of 8

Tropaeolum speciosum

See Tropaeolum
speciosum article
on page 5

MILNER GARDENS AND WOODLAND SOCIETY

The first public meeting of the newly constituted Milner Gardens and Woodland Society was
held on the evening of Tuesday, June 16th, at the Parksville campus of Vancouver Island
University in the Parksville Civic and Technology Centre. The meeting was attended by 30
Milner Gardens & Woodland members. Reports presented included reviews of fiscal year
2008/09 covering finances, fund development, marketing and overall operations of the
Gardens.
During the course of the meeting, Dr. Leslie King, Vice-President, Academic, Vancouver
Island University, presented the Society with signed portraits of their Royal Highnesses, Queen
Elizabeth II and Prince Phillip. These portraits were originally presented to then Malaspina
College by the Royal couple in 1983. The current administration of the University felt that due
to the connection of the Royal couple to Milner Gardens, it would be appropriate that the
portraits hang in Milner House.
The following Board members were elected to serve on the Executive Committee: Lou Gueho,
Chair; Lee Teal, Vice-Chair; Corrie deKluyver, Treasurer; and Cindy Koutecky, Secretary.
At the conclusion of the business portion of the meeting, there was a break for a cup of coffee
and a piece of cake. The beautifully decorated cake, which was large enough to serve 100
people, was generously donated by the folks at Qualicum Foods.
Following the break, we heard presentations from Dr. Leslie King, on the topic, “The
relationship of the Society to the Gardens, and of both to the University”; and, an explanation
from Geoff Ball, Executive Director, Milner Gardens & Woodland, of the Strategic Planning
process which is underway, and will produce a long term operating plan for the Gardens.
When this process is completed later this year, the resulting document will be available for all
to see.
Lou Gueho
Chair
Milner Gardens and Woodland Society
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Shoots with Roots


Helping community Shoots make and meet Roots

Charlene Forrest – program coordinator


Summer 2009 Newsletter

www.mala.ca/MilnerGardens/education-programs.asp

education.milnergardens@shaw.ca

Multi-visit School Program - over 280 participants finished
up the 2008-09 SwR multi-visit school program. In Visit #5 they
conducted amphibian research in the wetland, went on „Pollinator
Patrols‟ through the Artist‟s Garden, and learned about beneficial
flowers and insects in the Food Garden. ! It was a fantastic year !
A pilot program for older grades (8-12) will be added this fall.
One-time Field Trips - we hosted a number of one-time visits
for public, private and home school groups this spring. One
special full-day trip included invited guest Artists and Elders. 
VIU‟s Centre for Shellfish Research FLOW Camp also had a
SwR session. It was great to introduce First Nations youth
(13-18yrs) from around Vancouver Island to the magic of MGW.
School’s Out
and
Summer
Camps
- the new Pro-D day
SwR
WISH
LIST

camps proved very successful and will continue in 2009-10.
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beds of the Food Garden are getting a nice variety of indigenous
plants known to have a food or medicinal use. Recent parties have
been lucky to use the Milner House for the cake and present part;
it will be exciting to see these in the new Ursus Den soon.
Community Events – the newspaper potmaking/planting
activity has been VERY busy recently. We were at the Errington
Farmers‟ Market Opening day, at QB Family Day, and at Little
Qualicum Cheeseworks Heritage Farm Funday. It was also taken
to 3 schools, and this week will travel to VIU to be an invited
activity for participants in the Grandkids‟ University program.

 SwR WISH LIST 
2 of the cute kids’ wheelbarrows hanging in Dolly’s Hardware window
 sleeping mats/air mattresses, sleeping bags, flashlights for new
overnight camps
(not all families will have such supplies of their own)
 book cases with glass/plastic fronts for Ursus Den library books
 blackboard on wheels for Ursus Den
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Snippets
The Plant Sales Request List is alive and growing; please add
your requests by phone, visit or email.
We have four deer in the garden at the moment, and hope to
gently guide them out over time but I do want to remind all
to close gates behind you immediately. The deer are very quick.
I am still willing to take pots, but only four inch squares and
one gallon and up in size. No pink or white pots please.
There is only one student position this year but it is being
filled by two very dynamic students, Denise and Lesley, who
work very hard at diminishing a never ending list of To Do’s.
I would like to start a seed savers group. Their job would be
to collect, dry and package seeds, throughout the year, from
all over the garden, including the food garden. If that sparks
a fire for you, please let me know.
Kim Hammond
Nursery Grower / Grounds Keeper
Tropaeolum speciosum
Next time you walk past the Gardener’s Cottage take a
look at the beautiful red flowering vine growing up the trellis
between the garage and the bed of Solomon’s Seal. This
perennial nasturtium, Tropaeolum speciosum, started to
bud near the beginning of June and has now come into full
flower. Its leaves are bluish-green and in a palmate
formation. The original plant was given to Geoff a few
years ago and self-seeded to produce the existing plant.
Two years ago it flowered and seeds were collected in
hopes of producing more plants. Mike, from the volunteer
propagation group, was successful in this endeavour and
eight plants were produced. These have since been
planted in various places around the garden. A few weeks
ago I watched as Mike carefully dug up a few of the
“babies” from around the vine, potted and staked them,
and put them in the greenhouse with the hopes of
propagating more in the future years.
Originally from Chile, T. speciosum does quite well in a
Pacific Northwest garden (Zones 8-10). It prefers welldrained, moist soil (neutral-acidic) and it likes to have its
roots and lower leaves in a cool shady spot. The rest of the
vine will climb, seeking bright sun. The roots are white
coloured rhizomes, often pencil-thin and quite delicate.
Division is recommended in the early spring and stem-tip
cuttings can be taken in the fall taking care to provide
bottom heat. This vine can grow up to 3m long and will
produce blue fruit during the late summer months.
Denise Winter
Student Assistant Horticulturist

Gift Shop News
Hello Everyone,
There isn‟t anything quite as nice as to be
relaxing with good company in a garden, whether
it is my own garden, or when I am enjoying the
camaraderie of the people here at Milner. I love
the fragrance and sounds of Milner especially
when the Eagles are being “chatty”.
The blending of the Magnolia Gift Shop
into the Pool House Gift Shop went better than I
expected and I continue to be happy with the
results. New items this season that are in the $25
or less range are: cheese plates recycled from
wine bottles, BC Coastal cedar products and
spices for cooking, hand-made Milner Bunnies
named “Douglas”( for Douglas Fir) and “Rhoda”(
for Rhododendron), garden planning books,
various new earrings and pendants, just to name a
few. We also have a few locally made walking
sticks that are a little above the $25 price range. I
was given a lead from a fellow volunteer and met
Heather Goldminc of “Clayworks”, and to my
surprise I already have some of her items in my
home, and now we will carry them in the Gift
Shop. Take a few minutes to check the new items
out; any feedback and suggestions are always
welcome. I have given some of these items to my
friends and family as gifts and they have been
well received.
Don‟t forget your 10% discount for members. On
Members‟ luncheon days I will offer an additional
10% off regular priced items.
There has been a request for a list to be
compiled for “The Birds of Milner Gardens”.
Would anyone be interested in taking on the
project?
For schedule changes please remember to
use the volunteer line at 752-8573 ext 226 or the
volunteer.milnergardens@shaw.ca address.
I am looking forward to seeing everyone enjoying
themselves at the Volunteer Barbeque in July.
Cheers!
Helen Reimer
Visitor Services Coordinator

Milner Musings - Page 6 of 8
CAMELLIA TEA ROOM
Well, for the few that have not heard, the latest and best
Tea Room news is the wonderful shiny new oven that is very nicely installed in place of
the previous forty-nine year old one. For anyone interested, it’s a double oven, made by Fisher Paykel; - both are convection ovens, self
cleaning, and the temperature does not wander all over the dials. This was all made possible by a very generous donation from the family of
one of our great Milner volunteers. The funds raised from our very successful Fund Raising Dinner went towards the installation costs.
Thank you to everyone who was involved in any way - the donors, all those who attended the dinner, and the hard-working bunch that helped
prepare and serve. You can be sure that it will take a lot of stress out of preparing for our special lunches and scone baking! On the same
note, we’ve also been able to purchase an absolutely great new vacuum to replace the one that was overworked! The ladies and staff in the
Tea Room and are thrilled to be able to use such a nice machine - (if anyone can get thrilled about vacuuming)! You have to work around
here to appreciate that! Again, many thanks for making our jobs much easier.
The next Members’ Luncheon will be on Friday, July 24th at 11:45. The menu will be a hearty Mango Shrimp Noodle Salad, fresh baked
buns, a Berry Shortcake for dessert, and beverage included, all for $14.95 plus GST. For the August 21st luncheon, Lizzy, our summer
student, will be showing us how to make real Chinese Won Ton soup plus some other Chinese dishes. September 18th will be the next
luncheon with menu undecided at this point. To reserve a spot please email carol.milnergardens@shaw.ca or phone Carol direct at
250-752-8573 extension 224. Members and volunteers are welcome to bring guests but are reminded that Members’ guest garden admission
rates apply.
On Saturday, August 1st, we’ll be having another Gramma & Me Tea. This is a great opportunity for members and volunteers to bring their
granddaughters or great granddaughters in for a nice luncheon of Afternoon High Tea, consisting of fancy sandwiches, scones with Devon
Cream and squares, served on our three-tiered platters, plus tea, for the special price of $14.00 for Gramma and $7.00 for granddaughters,
plus GST. Please call or email as above for reservations. All reservations will be confirmed.
If you know ahead that you’ll be coming down to the Garden and would like to have lunch, if you reserve in advance we do try to
accommodate you and your guests, as long as it’s possible to do so. Our Afternoon High Teas at $15.95 plus GST have been going over
very well and it’s a great treat for someone celebrating a birthday or special occasion. Again, please send an email to
carol.milnergardens@shaw.ca or leave a phone message at the above number and we’ll return your call.
We’ll be getting into our jam making season very soon and are always on the hunt for jam and jelly jars in the smaller sizes. We can only use
the type that are for preserves and can take the snap top lids and rings. We would be happy to take any donations of berries or fruit if anyone
has extra to spare. We have a good supply of Crabapple Jelly on hand right now and have decided to put on a special of two pints for
$13.00, regularly priced at $7.95 each. This is available at the Pool House Gift Shop or the Tea Room.
Also on our wish list are the usual requests for small bone china side plates, and bits of chintz fabric that would be suitable for toppers for
jams and jellies. We could use a nice ice bucket if anyone has one they no longer need. Hmmmm…… if anyone is remodelling, we could
use a crystal chandelier for the Dining Room.
Carol Hansen
Tea Room Coordinator

We’re hoping to start working on the new Milner Cookbook in the next few weeks and
still need more of your very favourite recipes. There is a recipe form in the Spring
newsletter which can be found on the Milner Gardens website. Please drop the recipes
off or email them to me as soon as possible so that we can get the cookbook out for sale
this summer. Our last cook book has been reprinted several times and we’re hoping that
this next one will be just as successful.

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
OUR CORPORATE PARTNER,

We would like to thank our
corporate partners
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MILNER GARDENS AND WOODLAND SOCIETY ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FUND
ANNUAL DONOR CATEGORIES: All donors will receive recognition in the annual published donors list.
Benefits - please check box when choice provided
Primrose Circle

$100+

One garden admission pass

Magnolia Circle

$250+

Two garden admission passes

Douglas-fir Circle

$500+

Four garden admission passes

Rhododendron Circle $1,000+

Four garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to annual donor reception at the Garden

Garden Benefactor

$5,000+

Six garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to annual donor reception at Garden

Milner Partner

$10,000+

Six garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to Milner Partner's dinner
+ Recognition in a MGW program or other agreed upon project.

********************************************************************************************************************************************************
Donor name(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/Town: _______________________________________________ Province/State: ___________________________________

Postal Code/Zip Code: _________________________ ____________ Telephone:_______________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________Date of donation: _________________________________
Please indicate below how you would like your name or names to be listed in the annual donors list
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
My donation is $ ___________ cash cash or

credit card

cheque [payable to Milner Gardens and Woodland Society]

or

Amex |Mcard |Visa : No.___________________________________: Expiry date/month__________/__________

Name on card________________________________________________ Signature: _______________________________________
Official tax receipts will be issued by Milner Gardens and Woodland Society under Canadian Federal Charitable # 88675 3615 RR0001
for all donations $10 or greater.

Please send information about:
Annual membership categories
Planned giving opportunities

The Book of Honours

Donate a stock security

Make a bequest to the MG&W Society

Installment donation by credit card

2179 West Island Highway, Qualicum Beach, B.C. V9K 1G1
Office: (250) 752-8573 Fax: (250) 752-3826 Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca www.milnergardens.org

OFFICE RECORD
ONLY

Date received:__________________; Admission passes sent: __________________
Other information requests sent:

________________________________________
Form - annual donation form 070227

“TO PRESERVE AND ENHANCE MILNER GARDENS AND WOODLAND, TO EDUCATE AND INSPIRE”
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Art & Photography July 18th and 19th from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (last entry at 4:30 p.m.)
Weekend admission is $10 for adults, $6 for students. Children 12 & under free accompanied by an adult. Over two
dozen artists including students from the Visual Arts Program at Vancouver Island University will be set up at various points
within the garden, displaying some of their work, as well as working on pieces while in the garden. Feature artist Dan Gray
will be launching his new Milner Gardens series as well as selling signed prints of his Milner paintings. We will also have art
on display in the main house. Each artist participating in the event has
donated a piece of art for the Silent Auction that will happen over the
course of the weekend. Enjoy live music each afternoon.

Jazz in the Garden August 16th

Live jazz featuring Phil Dwyer & friends.
Amanda Tosoff w/special guest Ingrid Jensen, Marc Atkinson Trio, Seamus Blake
Quartet w/Phil Dwyer, Canadian Jazz All-Stars w/PJPerry, Don Thompson, Michel
Donator & special guest vocalist Joani Taylor. Outdoor food & refreshments, beer &
wine sales. Music 12pm - 5pm, gates open 11 am. Ticket sales at VIUBookstore &
Turley’s Florists in Nanaimo, Mulberry Bush Bookstores in Parksville & Qualicum
Beach, & Milner Gardens. Tickets $45, or $35 for Milner members. Please show
your Milner Gardens membership card for discounted tickets.
Sorry, on August 16th the garden is open only to Jazz ticket holders.

We would like to thank our Jazz sponsors:

We would like to thank our
Art & Photography sponsors

BC Day Picnic at Milner Gardens, & Start
of Cedar Search August 3rd
Milner Gardens invites you to a picnic on
the lawn on BC Day, Monday, August 3rd.
Come enjoy a day with your family and
friends at Milner Gardens. We encourage
you to bring a blanket and a picnic lunch
on the front lawn or in the orchard.
Refreshment stand with smokies and
hotdogs, live music, as well as lawn games
set up around the Garden and Cedar Search
activity for everyone to enjoy!

THE FRIENDS OF MILNER GARDENS
AND WOODLAND
If you purchased or renewed your membership last summer, please take a moment to renew your
membership now.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Individual
Household

$25
$40

Member benefits for one
Member benefits for adults and children living at the same address

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS







Free admission to the Gardens during regular garden hours (excluding some special events)
Priority registration for education courses
'Milner Musings' Quarterly Newsletter
Gift Shop & Nursery – 10% discount off regularly-priced merchandise and plants
Discounted Guest Passes @ $7.50
Membership in the Milner Gardens and Woodland Society

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Individual $25

Household $40

Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (1)
Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (2)
Address
Province

City
Postal Code

E-mail

Phone (Home) ___________________________________ Phone (work) ___________________________________________

Visa/Master Card: ________ ________ ________ ________. Credit card expiry date: ____/____
Cheque: Payable to Milner Gardens & Woodland Cards issued _______ Membership expiry date_________________

