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Summer at last! After a long cold winter and spring, finally we are getting some real
warmth. Despite the less than ideal weather it has been a good spring here at Milner
Gardens. The spring bloom this year has been the best I have seen during my ten plus
years at the Garden. We have had a strong showing of visitors this year, even if they
have had to wear their warm jackets for much of it, coming out to enjoy the peace and
beauty of the site.
I would like to start by introducing our summer students for this year. Britney Slade is
joining us from the Recreation and Tourism Management Program at Vancouver Island
University (formerly Malaspina UniversityCollege). Britney is helping Michele, Helen
and I in the gift shop, Welcome Centre, office and with events. Tom Allen and Patrick
McRae are part way through the Horticulture Technician Program and are here on their
practicum. We are also fortunate to have Jasmine Sonier join us in the tea room for her
third summer. All four have been doing a great job and helping us out tremendously in
their different areas.
Although we did manage to replace the roof on the Gardener’s Cottage earlier this spring,
the weather delayed the start of the work on the main house roof. I am very pleased to be
able to say that this next stage of the reroofing project is now underway. I would like to
send a big thank you to Windsor Plywood for their support of this much needed project.
Another project that has taken longer to get off the ground than initially planned is our
outside classroom for the Shoots with Roots program, the Ursus Den. This is also
underway with the main posts up and the floor being prepared. Do take a look behind the
Food Garden next time you are by to see the Den as it unfolds. Thank you again to the
Evening Qualicum Beach Rotary Club as well as the Qualicum Beach Chamber of
Commerce Gala Funds for funding this space for the children.
Summer events start soon. Art and Photography runs July 19th and 20th and Jazz in the
Garden on August 17th. We are also looking at offering other small events throughout the
season; stay tuned for more information.

General Information: 2507526153
Web site: www.milnergardens.org
Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca

Administration: 2507528573
Fax: 2507523826

Milner Gardens & Woodland
2179 West Island Highway
Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 1G1
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We have a great selection of artists lined up for Art & Photography this year, including a feature artist, David Wick. I
was fortunate to spend a morning with David earlier in June. I highly recommend coming and hearing him speak
either Saturday or Sunday at 11:00 in the Main House, or stopping by the Queen’s Room during the event; he is an
incredibly fascinating artist to talk with.
Phil Dwyer has once again lined up a fantastic group of high quality musicians for Jazz. Make sure to pick up your
tickets (available at the Welcome & Interpretive Centre). It doesn’t get much better than spending an afternoon on the
main lawn listening to great music.
Thanks to two of our generous supporters, I was able attend the American Public Garden Association’s annual
conference in Pasadena last month. This was a great opportunity to get new ideas and to promote Milner Gardens. I
learned much at the conference both in workshops and through making connections with others in the public garden
world from across the continent. I am very proud to be able to speak of Milner Gardens & Woodland, the community
around it, and all that has been accomplished here in a relatively short period of time. Thank you to all volunteers,
supporters (private and corporate), staff and students for making this garden what it is.
Have a great summer,
Geoff Ball
Executive Director

Gifts and Grants
The Pharmasave in Qualicum Beach was one of the first local businesses to join our corporate
partnership program. For the past two years they have sponsored the Upper Patio at the Pool House.
We are delighted they have renewed their participation in the program and are now going to sponsor
the Camellia Tea Room. Thanks to Suzin and Neil Crosby for their strong commitment to Milner
Gardens.
BC Hydro has been a supporter of Milner Gardens in a number of ways over the years. We are
fortunate to have just received another grant from them for $1,000 which will be used toward the new
Shoots with Roots classroom, now under construction. We are grateful to BC Hydro for their ongoing
support.
With thousands of visitors attending our special events each year, sponsoring an event is a very
positive way for local businesses to gain valuable exposure. We have three large events each year
and many levels of sponsorship available. Please call the office at 2507528573 extension 222 to
explore this further.
Our annual campaign is on again. You will have received a letter by mail or email asking that you
consider a financial donation to support the 2008/09 operations and programs. Large or small
donation, we are appreciative of any help you can give us. Your gift is important in keeping the gates
open at Milner Gardens and Woodland.

ROOMS WITH A VIEW
Have you ever considered using Milner Gardens as a venue for a business or social function?
Depending upon the time of year, the Queen’s Room and the Tea Rooms are available for meetings
or social functions with a variety of seating/standing capacities. In the offseason the whole house is
available – a wonderful venue for a large gathering. We can provide continental breakfast, lunch and
coffee service or we can help you arrange outside catering. Please call the Office at 2507528573
extension 222 for more information.
Lee Teal
Chair, Fund Development Committee
Email: hlteal@shaw.ca
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Shoots with Roots
Ò

Helping community Shoots make and meet Roots Ï

Summer 2008 Newsletter
Charlene Forrest – program coordinator

education.milnergardens@shaw.ca

2007‐8 School Program – the last of the multivisit school program visits for the 20078
program proved to be just as fun, productive and educational as the rest of this best year of SwR.
Students explored the wetland, conducted ‘Pollinator Patrols’ in the Artist’s Garden, planted
beneficial flowers near their vegetables in the Food Garden and released thousands of Lady
Beetles to work their magic around MGW.
Keep your eyes open in the MGW Woodland for the 20078 Forest Interpretive Sign
assignments.
Excitement for the 20089 season is bubbling, and hopes to expand the program to include more
classes and schools are shared by many.

Summer Camps – 2008 summer camps have begun and the ‘school’s out ’energy is apparent!
While at MGW, watch for ‘Cone Creations’ on the Croquet Lawn, painting and pastel artwork
sessions on the Grand Lawn, garden work in the Food Garden… and no doubt you will hear the
shrieks and squeals during sprinkler time!
This year 4 SwR Junior Leaders are taking turns helping with the more than 140 participants in
the camps. If you notice one of them by their Jr. Leader nametag, please take a moment to give
them encouragement and appreciation on behalf of MGW.

2009 Calendar Photo Voting – beginning during the Art & Photography event weekend,
photographs taken by SwR participants will be displayed in the SwR Food Garden gazebo for
voting for next year’s SwR calendar. View all the photos on the SwR webpage, then come by the
gazebo to see the top choices in large form and vote for the best ones.

SwR Slideshow – slideshows presented in the Milner House last month were well attended
and met with great praise. A consistent response was that, "More people need to see it!!"
I have arranged to use the AV equipment for more dates through the summer. Bring a friend, or
ten, to enjoy some time at MGW and take in a show. You will surely head home with revived
energy and lots to talk about. Tour guides, golf cart drivers and docents would particularly benefit
with the info they can share with visitors.

Shoots with Roots

Shows will be either in the Milner House or Gardeners' Cottage. Please RSVP to my voicemail
2507528573 ,local 290 or email education.milnergardens@shaw.ca.
Friday July 11 : 10  11 am
Wednesday August 6 : 3:30  4:30 pm *Vol BBQ night*
Tuesday July 22 : 10  11 am
Tuesday
August 19 : 4  5 pm
Friday July 25 : 10  11 am

Mentors & Garden Keepers

– my profound gratitude is extended to all the mentors, garden keepers and

behind the scene volunteers who help make SwR as successful as it is. I thank you thank you thank you!

J
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Nursery Overstocked Sale
Jul 15 – Aug 15, 2008
30% off selected items – Eucryphia,
Aesculus, Geranium ‘Phoebe Noble’,
Polemonium, Camellia & Hemerocallis

Snippets
When Geoff called to say I was to start work at
Milner I think he may have heard the Whoohoo all
the way to his office. I do know it was sufficiently
loud enough to send both cats under the bed!
This is my first piece for Milner Musings. I have
been awarded the task of filling a rather large pair of
boots. Albeit rubber ones, but with steel toes! My
task is to continue in the footsteps of Candice in
plant propagation, growing on the nursery stock
and groundskeeper. When I read the actual job
description I felt my eyes get rather large but kept in
mind my husband’s analogy of “How would you eat
an elephant?” The answer: one piece at a time.
And that is how I plan to tackle this awesome task;
one piece at a time. I have a lot to absorb and new
discoveries to make but with the help of our small
army of volunteers, two hardworking students from
the Horticulture program, Patrick and Thomas, and
friendly and supportive staff I hope the transition
will prove to be smooth...ish.
So far we (we being that army I mentioned, Patrick,
Thomas and I) have managed to uncover the
nursery from winter debris, weed and fertilize
everything at least once, so far, make cuttings of a
dozen or more plant varieties, revamp the cutting
garden; as in remove all that wasn’t being used and
replant with plants that will be used, repot almost
everything in the nursery, plant several new
groupings within the garden, and…hmm… lets just
say we’ve made and are working through some very
long lists, lists I hope to reduce as quickly as
possible. Thank goodness for small armies!
Cheers
Kim Hammond
Nursery Grower / Grounds Keeper

I came on board at the end of March
of this year as the Visitor Services
Coordinator. I was on cloud nine when I
found out that I had been offered the job.
Every time I walk through the iron gates on
my way to work I still feel so fortunate for
this opportunity no matter what challenges
the day may bring.
I am on a mission to cut back
drastically on the imported souvenir items in
the Gift Shops and bring in unique local
items.
I am spending some of my off time scouting
out worthy artisans and crafters. If you
come across any interesting items you feel
would be appropriate for our Gift Shops
please let me know.
There have been some minor
challenges with the position but nothing that
I feel I can't handle. One challenge has
been the scheduling of our volunteers; I
have learned the hard way how easy it is to
get sidetracked because there are so many
different aspects of this position. Milner
Gardens has been the most harmonious
place I have ever worked; my coworkers
and the very valuable volunteers have
made this a most remarkable place to be.
The more I learn about Milner I just keep
getting more amazed at what a great place
it is.
I felt some kind of "magic" the day I
came for my interview and still feel it every
time I go through the gates. I hope I never
lose that feeling.
Helen Reimer
Visitor Services Coordinator

MEET YOUR VOLUNTEERS
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Every Wednesday morning, a group of dedicated volunteers meet with Kim Hammond, our
Nursery Grower / Grounds Keeper, to work in the garden, weeding, pruning and generally
keeping the garden in top shape. Despite what the picture portrays, this is not an exclusively
female group. Up until this year, males have been a part of the group, but this year for some
reason there aren't any. If you are interested in working with this happy go lucky bunch, just
show up at the Gardeners' Cottage at 9:00 a.m. Wednesday mornings for three hours of
handson gardening. Bring gloves, clippers if you have them, and a kneeling pad. Be
prepared to be spoiled at coffee time with some of Sherida's delicious home baking.
Pictured left to right sitting: Lynne Clarke, Kim Hammond (staff), and Julia Garland.
Standing left to right: Sherida Magas, Lucy Leskow, Joan Kool, Kirsten Juergensen and
Marilou Thornbury.

A few volunteer tasks
can only be done by
one person. Such is
the case with the work
Shirley Burns does.
Shirley enters all of the
information
relative to members
and volunteers into the
computer system. Her
biggest challenge is
deciphering individual
handwriting.
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CAMELLIA TEA ROOM
We’re off to a flying start (finally!) with our Full Tea Murder Mysteries, which have proven to be very
entertaining and a lot of fun for participants and volunteers alike. All that is required is eight participants
for each group who are willing to take on a character’s part in the mystery, and any other onlookers.
Everyone there can try to solve the Murder Mystery and there are prizes for those who do. The cost is
$21.95 and includes Full Tea with fancy sandwiches, sweets, scone with Devon Cream and beverage, all
served on threetiered platters, as well as prizes. Garden admission is charged for nonmembers. It’s a
great idea for any group looking for an afternoon of fun and frivolity.
th

Our next Members Luncheon will be held on Friday, July 25 at 11:45 with the menu listed below. We
have just a few seats available and reservations must be made. The next ones will be Friday, August
22nd at 11:45, Friday, September 19th at 11:45, and Friday, October 17th at 12:30 (note time
change). We do get booked up very quickly for these luncheons, so book early to be assured of a spot.
Prices for all are around $15.00 plus GST and include your beverage and dessert – a good price for a
hearty lunch these days!
We do have an opening for a volunteer who would like to do some ironing about once every two weeks,
usually aprons, tablecloths and the like. As usual, we still have a couple of spots open for servers and
kitchen help, either weekly or biweekly.
The Garden berries are just starting to come in and we find that we just don’t have quite enough
raspberries and strawberries to get us through the season in the Tea Room. If anyone has an ample
crop of berries in their garden and would like to put them to good use, we could certainly use them here
for our jams and jellies.
The Tea Room is available for small group luncheons which could consist of soup, salad, sandwiches or
even our Full Tea or as North Americans call it, High Tea. Reservations must be made in advance and
are usually served before noon. Not all days are available as we do often have bus tours, other
luncheons, special events, etc.. For more information or to book a reservation for any of the above
events please contact Carol at carol.milnergardens@shaw.ca or call 2507528573 local 224 and leave a
message.

July Luncheon, Friday July 25 at 11:45
Mandarin Chicken Salad
Potato Salad
Phyllo Fruit Pastry
Beverage
$15.00 plus GST

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
OUR CORPORATE PARTNER,

Reservations are necessary, so book
early to ensure a place. If you must
cancel please do so as early as possible.
Phone 7528573 local 224 or email
carol.milnergardens@shaw.ca to reserve
your seats. Nonmembers pay reduced
Member’s guest Garden admission.
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MILNER GARDENS AND WOODLAND SOCIETY ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FUND
ANNUAL DONOR CATEGORIES: All donors will receive recognition in the annual published donors list.
Benefits  please check box when choice provided
Primrose Circle

$100+

One garden admission pass

Magnolia Circle

$250+

Two garden admission passes

Douglasfir Circle

$500+

Four garden admission passes

Rhododendron Circle $1,000+

Four garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to annual donor reception at the Garden

Garden Benefactor

$5,000+

Six garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to annual donor reception at Garden

Milner Partner

$10,000+

Six garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to Milner Partner's dinner
+ Recognition in a MGW program or other agreed upon project.

********************************************************************************************************************************************************
Donor name(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/Town: _______________________________________________ Province/State: ___________________________________

Postal Code/Zip Code: _________________________ ____________ Telephone:_______________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________Date of donation: _________________________________
Please indicate below how you would like your name or names to be listed in the annual donors list
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
My donation is $ ___________ cash cash or

credit card

cheque [payable to Milner Gardens and Woodland Society]

or

Amex |Mcard |Visa : No.___________________________________: Expiry date/month__________/__________

Name on card________________________________________________ Signature: _______________________________________

Official tax receipts will be issued by Milner Gardens and Woodland Society under Canadian Federal Charitable # 88675 3615 RR0001
for all donations $10 or greater.

Please send information about:
Annual membership categories
Planned giving opportunities

The Book of Honours

Donate a stock security

Make a bequest to the MG&W Society

Installment donation by credit card

2179 West Island Highway, Qualicum Beach, B.C. V9K 1G1
Office: (250) 7528573 Fax: (250) 7523826 Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca www.milnergardens.org

OFFICE RECORD
ONLY

Date received:__________________; Admission passes sent: __________________
Other information requests sent:

________________________________________
Form  annual donation form 070227

“TO PRESERVE AND ENHANCE MILNER GARDENS AND W OODLAND, T O EDUCATE AND INSPIRE ”
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Art & Photography July 19 and 20, 2008 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (last entry at 4:30)
Weekend admission is $10 for adults, $6 for students.
25 artists will be set up at various points within the garden displaying some of their work, as well as
working on pieces while in the garden. We will also have art on display in the main house. Each artist
participating in the event has donated a piece of art that will be included in a Silent Auction that will
happen over the course of the weekend. Feature artist David Wick will be giving daily talks at 11 a.m., and
there will be live music each afternoon.
Sponsored by:

JAZZ IN THE GARDEN August 17, 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. An afternoon fundraiser with Desperation Jazz
Band featuring Bill Cave, Oliver Gannon, Neil Swainson, Ingrid and Christine Jensen Quintet, Joe
Coughlin, Pat Coleman, Phil Dwyer, as well as students from the Phil Dwyer Academy of Musical &
Culinary Arts. Tickets at Turley’s Florist & Vancouver Island University Nanaimo Campus Bookstore,
Mulberry Bush Book Stores in Parksville & Qualicum Beach, & Milner Gardens.
Sponsored by:

Membership Renewal: If you purchased or renewed your Milner Gardens & Woodland
membership last summer, please take a moment to renew your membership now.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Individual
Household

$25
$40

Member benefits for one
Member benefits for adults and children living at the same address

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
w
w
w
w
w

Free admission to the Gardens during regular garden hours (excluding some special events)
Priority registration for education courses
'Milner Musings' Quarterly Newsletter
Gift Shop & Nursery – 10% discount off regularly priced merchandise and plants
Discounted Guest Passes @ $7.50

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Individual

$25

Household $40

Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (1)
Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (2)
Address
Province

City
Postal Code

Email

Phone (Home) ___________________________________ Phone (work) ___________________________________________

Visa/Master Card: ________ ________ ________ ________.
Cheque: Payable to Milner Gardens & Woodland

expiry date: ____/____

Cards issued _______ Membership expiry date_________________

