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Interim Executive Director’s Message
We are now well underway with our 2007 season; the first three months have gone well
despite the less than ideal weather.
One of our exciting updates since our last newsletter is the addition of our new grounds
person, Jacquie Elrick. Jacquie jumped into the job at one of the busiest times of the year,
starting work the day before our spring plant sale. Jacquie has extensive experience working
as a grounds person, has been involved in Garry Oak restoration projects and is currently
finishing up a diploma in Natural System Restoration from UVic. Jacquie has been working
at Camosun College for the last several years. We are very happy to have her join us at
Milner Gardens.
Another big item this spring was the opening of the new Welcome & Interpretive Centre.
Thanks to a dedicated group of volunteers, the Centre was finished in time for the opening on
rd
May 3 . The opening went well, despite the heavy rains during the ceremony. After the
ceremony, the skies cleared for the reception. Thank you to all who were able to come
celebrate with us.
Our summer students are now in place and giving us tremendous help. We have four
students this summer. Jasmine Sonier is back again this summer to help in the tea room and
to help coordinate tour groups. Ashley Madiuk is helping with the gift shops and in the office.
Dovina Prodaniuk is helping us with our special events and marketing. Mike Sutherland is
helping Jacquie on the grounds to keep the garden in shape.
One other exciting bit of news is that we have joined forces with the Green Shores Project to
find a sustainable solution to our shoreline erosion problem. We will be a case example for
Green Shores. In the process they will develop a workable concept design for our shoreline.
To find out more about Green Shores, please visit their website at: www.greenshores.ca
Now that the spring rush is over, we are busy getting ready for Art & Photography July 21st &
22nd this year, as well as Jazz in the Garden on August 19th.

See you in the Garden!!!
Geoff
Administration: 7528573

Milner Gardens and Woodlands
2179 West Island Highway

Reservations & Info: 7526153
Fax: 250 7523826
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HELP KEEP OUR GEM SHINING
“This is the best garden I have ever visited
 what a gem!”
This was said to me a few weeks ago by
an American visitor when she stopped in at
the Gift Shop in the Pool House, after
touring the gardens.
And she is right  Milner Gardens &
Woodland is a gem. But it takes the
ongoing generosity and hard work of so
many to keep this gem shining. From a
small and dedicated staff to the volunteer
contingent 250 strong, with support from
many at Malaspina UniversityCollege, the
efforts are outstanding. We have fantastic
donors who contribute both large and small
gifts, all of them helpful. Our corporate
partners and corporate donors, while still
few in number, often overwhelm us with
their unfailing support in many areas.
Please support them all and let them know
you appreciate what they do for Milner
Gardens & Woodland.
We have recently welcomed a new corporate sponsor. Fraser, Milner, Casgrain, a legal firm in
Edmonton with offices across the country, has signed on as a two year sponsor for Ray’s Legacy.
That’s the room adjacent to the Camellia Tea Room that is a showcase for Ray Milner’s
memorabilia. We are very pleased to have the ongoing connection to Mr. Milner’s law firm.
There are many ways you can help keep our gem bright:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

renew your membership  you get numerous benefits
make a direct donation on the form further in the Newsletter  you get a tax receipt and
you will feel good about it
make a gift of securities  you will receive a generous tax incentive
remember MGW in your will  you will know you helped ensure our future
become a Corporate Partner  your business will be recognized by more than 20,000
annual visitors
remember a special friend or event with a gift to The Book of Honours
volunteer a little of your time  you will feel some ownership for this wonderful place.

On behalf of the Fund Raising Committee I thank all of our donors and supporters  we can’t do it
without you!
Lee Teal
Chair, Fund Raising Committee
Email hlteal@shaw.ca
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Shoots with Roots
Ò

Helping community Shoots make and meet Roots Ï

Summer 2007 Newsletter
Charlene Forrest – program coordinator

School Program the 14 classes have finished the last of their 5 visits and the ‘0607
multivisit program has come to a close. Students can now use their research tag to bring
their family to MGW to share what they learned. Within a week of the first tags being
taken home they were beginning to be redeemed.
SwR Herbarium sheets will be on display in the Milner House again this summer, and
watch the forest trails for copies of the Forest Interpretive Sign assignments. A SwR 2008
Calendar will be available in the early fall; start planning your Christmas list as it will be a
limited printing. Help vote for the student photos to be used in the calendar by visiting the
Food Garden gazebo during the Art & Photography event in July. Photos can also be
viewed on the SwR webpage.
Registration for the ‘0708 school multivisit program happened quickly. Many teachers
were eager to continue their involvement, and new schools and teachers were excited for
the opportunity to join.

Sprouting Out Program 3 daycare groups have shared 5 SwR sessions since
September. New participants will join them for 4 more sessions this summer.

Summer Programs the 4 Summer Camps have been fully booked for some weeks
now, and each camp also has a waitlist of interested families. ‘Camp Incredible’ is
returning for 2 summer field trips, and the Courtney Recreation Summer Program and
Kinnikinnik Child Care of CFB Comox will each join SwR for the first time, with multiple
summer field trips.

Beyond the Garden Gate the outreach visits to schools in March were very
effective. In only 9 hours of handson activity time 471 students from 21 classes of 3
schools (Bowser, Parksville & Nanaimo) made and planted newspaper pots. While they
worked they learned about organic vegetables, native plants, the importance of plants,
plant development and plant care. The seedlings were planted at the schools, at students’
homes and in the SwR garden at MGW.

Pollination Canada SwR was invited to become a partner of Pollination Canada
and to submit data collected on ‘Pollinator Patrols’ during the Pests & Beneficials topic of
the 5th visit. This was a great opportunity to extend the student research duties from the
woodland into the Artist’s Garden, and to further increase the awareness of the importance
of pollinators. The invitation to participate in the collection of information on pollinators
in Canada is extended to one and all; for more information visit the SwR gazebo for
Pollination Canada pamphlets or go online to: www.pollinationcanada.ca

Local Exposure a visit to the SwR program by Beth Ross of Shaw TV was aired on
“The Daily”, and Alli Vail presented an article on the program in the ParksvilleQualicum
Beach “The News”. Copies of both pieces will be available on the SwR website soon.

!! Thank You for recent donations from
Dick Bailey
Imperial Oil Foundation (thanks to Lou Gueho’s MGW volunteer hours)
Parksville Rotary A.M. group
Ursus Environmental Consulting

education.milnergardens@shaw.ca
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Snippets
While the days have been cooler than normal for
June it has been a fabulous spring for cuttings.
The greenhouses are filled with flats and
everything is rooting in one to two weeks.
Over the past year our nursery stock has been
greatly depleted because of the success of our
spring and fall plant sales. The plant sales area is
slowly starting to fill up again and now is a great
time to check out what we have available as all
plant stock (excluding rhododendrons) is 20% off
through July and August.
If you do plan on purchasing plants this summer
please be sure you’ll be around to care for them
during the hot summer days. Any new additions to
your garden will require a little extra attention but it
will be worth it.
In addition to the great plants we have available for
purchase we have also put together a few organic
fertilizer blends. Some of these blends include:
·
·
·
·
·

Rhododendron fertilizer
All – purpose fertilizer blend
Kelp meal
Greensand
Alfalfa pellets for Rose Tea

Using these blends will improve the soil’s texture,
add micronutrients, and feed the soil’s organisms
helping to create a more balanced ecosystem and
in turn help with the overall health of your plants.
Think about feeding your soil and not just your
plants.

Fertilizer Fast Facts
·

·

·
·

·

Plants require 17 nutrient
elements for growth: carbon,
hydrogen, and oxygen are
supplied by air and water so
often are not thought of as part
of a fertilizing program.
Nitrogen, phosphorus, and
potassium (NPK) are
considered the primary elements
– these are the first elements
gardeners will turn to when
fertilizing their gardens
Calcium, magnesium, and sulfur
are the secondary elements –
Then there are the
micronutrients  boron, chlorine,
cobalt, copper, iron, zinc,
manganese, and molybdenum
Over time, micronutrients in your
soil can become depleted
resulting in poor soil and plant
health

Great Summer Reads
Summertime and the living is easy…with warm days just around
the corner why not pick up a good book, relax, and maybe even
plan for a new plant or garden project.
Here are a few great picks for some summer daydreaming…
·

·

·

·

Plants of Coastal British Columbia  Pojar and Mackinnon.
This is a must have for any gardener’s library. A fantastic
reference guide to plants found along the coast of BC.
ABC’s of West Coast Gardening – Mary Palmer. Wonderful
basic guide to help dispel some of the mystery to gardening on
the west coast.
The Cutting Garden: growing and arranging garden
flowers – Sarah Raven. Beautiful photographs and filled with
excellent tips and how to’s on growing and displaying your own
cut flowers.
Flower pots – Jim Keeling. Fantastic ideas for unconventional
flower pots abound in this great book.

Summer Book Sale

Summer Plant Sale

*Books now 20% off
for members
Valid July and August
Please show your
membership card to
receive this discount
*excluding
“In Veronica’s Garden”

*Plants now 20% off
for members
Valid July and August
Please show your
membership card to
receive this discount
*excluding all
Rhododendrons

Nitrogen (N) – development of new leaves
Sources of Nitrogen – Alfalfa
Phosphorus (P) – root growth and blooming
meal, blood meal, canola
Potassium (K) – disease resistance and fruit
meal, fish meal
quality
Sulfur (S) – contributes to healthy, dark green Sources of Phosphorus –
leaves
Bone meal, hard rock
Calcium (Ca) – promotes root and shoot growth phosphate,
Magnesium (M) – aids in photosynthesis
Boron (B) – a deficiency will often result in bud Sources of Potassium –
dieback
Greensand, wood ashes
Chlorine (Ch) – plays a role in photosynthesis,
osmosis, and ionic balance
Sources of Calcium –
Cobalt – essential for plant health, thought to aid dolomite lime, wood ashes,
in nitrogen fixation
oyster shells,
Copper – a deficiency will include browning of
leaf tips and chlorosis
Sources of micronutrients –
Iron – a deficiency will result in chlorosis
kelp meal
Manganese – a deficiency will show as chlorosis
between the veins of its leaves
Happy Gardening
Molybdenum – essential to plant health – used
 Candice, Nursery Grower
by plants to reduce nitrates into usable forms
Zinc  deficiency includes chlorosis and stunted
growth
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VOLUNTEER NEWS

Every Tuesday morning under the guidance of
Nursery Grower Candice Coghill, a dedicated
group of volunteers meet to gather and plant
seeds and cuttings from the garden to stock our
nursery. They tend to the resulting plants and
ready them for sale.

Standing Left to Right: Sonia Cyr, Joanne Diack, Deborah Steel Hobley, Marion Bridgman, Mike
Miller and Will Lemmon.
Seated Left to Right: JoAnne Moger, Ruth Statham, Linda Rehlinger, Julia Garland.
Front Staff member, Candice Coghill. Missing from photo, Jenni Lecky

Remember those great luncheons that
were presented in the tearoom this past winter?
This is some of the group of volunteers that
prepared them, served them, and cleaned up
afterwards.
All except Vic, the golf cart driver, he just got you
there and back to your car after.
Left to Right:
Vic Petersen, Liz Petersen, Birthe Jensen
Gillian Coady, Sharon Kevis, Anne Ball.
In front, Carol Hansen, Staff.

Volunteer Potluck Dinner
All active volunteers and their partners are invited to come to the annual
volunteer potluck dinner on Wednesday August 1st between 5 and 8 p.m.,
with dinner served at 6:00 p.m.
Please RSVP to 752-6153, add your name to the sign up sheets located at the
Tea Room, Gardener’s Cottage, Pool House Gift Shop, or Welcome &
Interpretive Centre or email volunteer.milnergardens@shaw.ca Please mark all
your containers and serving utensils with your name on the bottom.
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Member Luncheons
Here are the dates for the next three luncheons. Don’t forget to reserve early, as
tables are booked in order of reservation received. Price includes dessert and
beverage, which is a great deal for a really good luncheon in a lovely garden.
Saturday, July 14th at 11:45,  Assorted sandwiches, Mandarin Salad, Potato Salad,
Cheesecake and Berries, plus Beverage, all for 13.95 plus GST.
Friday, August 24th at 11:45 and Friday, September 14th at 12:30 – menus not
decided yet.
Please remember that during our open season, member’s guests reduced
admission rates apply to nonmembers.
Email carol.milnergardens @shaw.ca or phone 7528573 local 224 to reserve.
If you are unable to attend, it is important that you let us know as soon as possible so
that we may fill the space or don’t have to prepare as much food.
CAMELLIA TEA ROOM
Hopefully we won’t have too long to wait for some nice warm weather so that our visitors can sit
out on the Verandah and enjoy the lovely view of the Garden while having a cup of tea. It’s been
a bit breezy and cool this spring. The Verandah trim and wicker furniture has all been very nicely
repainted and refurbished thanks very much to our hardworking Burnham team. Last year the
cushions were all recovered thanks to our very crafty (and thrifty) Gillian Coady.
We’re still looking for small jam jars for the preserves that we sell in the Gift Shop as we
can hardly keep up with the supply! Please note that the jars must be the type that you put
new sealer lids and rings on. It’s unlikely that we’ll have enough raspberries to be able
to sell any of the raspberry jam in the gift shop as we ran out last year. If anyone has too many
berries that they can’t use that would be suitable for jam, we’d be happy to take them.
The Tea Room is available for booked luncheons if you are considering having a family get
together or belong to a group that likes to have lunch out as a special treat. Luncheons would
start at 11:45 during our open season as we need to have the Tea room open for regular service
at 1:00. If you would like one of the other rooms for a longer length of time, there would be
a rental charge. Please call Carol at local 224 for more information or to reserve a table for lunch.
We’re hoping to be able to do some “Mystery Teas” over the winter months, which should be a lot
fun. These will be High Teas with fancy sandwiches, sweets and scones served on fine china.
If you have a group that would be interested, please contact Carol.

Please help Milner Gardens & Woodland cut mailing costs!
By providing your current email address to
volunteer.milnergardens@shaw.ca
you will receive the Milner Musings Newsletter and notices for special
luncheons and events electronically.
If you have renewed your membership by mail, please pick up your
membership cards at the Welcome & Interpretive Centre.
Thanks so much for your support!
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HELP BRING MUSIC TO THE GARDEN
Plans are well in hand for Jazz In The Garden to be held August 19th. This is a great event but it does
require support from Jazz enthusiasts.
Corporate sponsorships are available starting at $500 with numerous opportunities for highlighting your
business. As well any personal donations would be gratefully received.
If you are a jazz fan and would like to help out, please call Geoff at 7528573, extension 222.

Milner Gardens & Woodland will host its annual event, the renowned “Jazz in the Garden” on
Sunday, August 19th from noon to 5:00pm. This event is an annual coproduction of Milner
Gardens and Phil Dwyer Music. Jazz in the Garden brings many of the best jazz artists in the
country.
The lineup this year celebrates the wonderful diversities of jazz music. The musicians
performing at the 2007 Jazz in the Garden are from many different generations, backgrounds,
perform in many styles, but they all share a love of great music and of its ability to speak to all
people.
Opening the concert will be students from the Phil Dwyer Academy of Musical and Culinary
Arts. This week long intensive course brings many wonderful young musicians to the area to
open their minds to the delights of music and food. They have been working together under the
direction of many other musicians performing this afternoon.
Pianist Darrell Grant has worked with many of the greatest names in jazz. Tony Williams and
Betty Carter are just two of the legends who called upon Darrell. Darrell is comfortable playing
in many different situations, and has many fine recordings to his credit. Performing with Darrell
are the Doxas brothers from Montreal. Chet (tenor sax) and Jim (drums) are two of the real
bright lights on the Montreal scene and bring a wonderful creative spark to any situation.
Rounding out the band is the great bassist Jodi Proznick. Jodi is well known to fans of Hot Air
on CBC radio, and is one of the most indemand players anywhere.
Donny Clark and his Quartet pay tribute to one of the greatest of them all with his
“Remembering Louis Armstrong”. From the CBC Orchestra to Pacific Salt, Donny, who is a
true master, has done it all. He has enjoyed one of the most enviable careers that is possible in
music, and his name has become synonymous with taste, professionalism, and integrity.
Louise Rose is a musical icon and a national treasure. Her talents as a vocalist, pianist,
teacher, and inspirational force made her much loved presence on the West Coast music
scene for over 3 decades. At the 2007 Jazz in the Garden she will share the stage with Juno
Award winning jazz greats Phil Dwyer and Ken Lister, both Qualicum residents.
Winding up the concert will be performance of Phil Dwyer’s Sax summit Version 4.0 First
launched in 2002 with the release of Sax Summit on CBC Records, this has become a
repertory vehicle for many of the country’s top saxophone talents. Rounding out the group are
saxophonists Roy Styffe, Dan Craven, Dave French, Phil Dwyer, Gord Clements, and Chet
Doxas. They will be ably support by the Tilden Webb Trio, with Jodi Proznick and Jesse Cahill.
So come and enjoy this wonderful day of jazz accompanied by a fine bistro at Milner Gardens.

Jazz Tickets are now on sale. Members only $25 (limit one per card,
regular $35 per ticket)
Tickets are available at Milner Gardens, Mulberry Bush Book Store,
Turley’s Florist and Malaspina UniversityCollege Bookstore.
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MILNER GARDENS AND WOODLAND SOCIETY ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FUND
ANNUAL DONOR CATEGORIES: All donors will receive recognition in the annual published donors list.
Benefits  please check box when choice provided
Primrose Circle

$100+

One garden admission pass

Magnolia Circle

$250+

Two garden admission passes

Douglasfir Circle

$500+

Four garden admission passes

Rhododendron Circle $1,000+

Four garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to annual donor reception at the Garden

Garden Benefactor

$5,000+

Six garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to annual donor reception at Garden

Milner Partner

$10,000+

Six garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to Milner Partner's dinner
+ Recognition in a MGW program or other agreed upon project.

********************************************************************************************************************************************************
Donor name(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/Town: _______________________________________________ Province/State: ___________________________________

Postal Code/Zip Code: _________________________ ____________ Telephone:_______________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________Date of donation: _________________________________
Please indicate below how you would like your name or names to be listed in the annual donors list
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
My donation is $ ___________ cash cash or

credit card

cheque [payable to Milner Gardens and Woodland Society]

or

Amex |Mcard |Visa : No.___________________________________: Expiry date/month__________/__________

Name on card________________________________________________ Signature: _______________________________________

Official tax receipts will be issued by Milner Gardens and Woodland Society under Canadian Federal Charitable # 88675 3615 RR0001
for all donations $10 or greater.

Please send information about:
Annual membership categories
Planned giving opportunities

The Book of Honours

Donate a stock security

Make a bequest to the MG&W Society

Installment donation by credit card

2179 West Island Highway, Qualicum Beach, B.C. V9K 1G1
Office: (250) 7528573 Fax: (250) 7523826 Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca www.milnergardens.org

OFFICE RECORD
ONLY

Date received:__________________; Admission passes sent: __________________
Other information requests sent:

________________________________________
Form  annual donation form 070227

“TO PRESERVE AND ENHANCE MILNER GARDENS AND W OODLAND, T O EDUCATE AND INSPIRE ”

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
THE MILNER GARDENS
CORPORATE PARTNERS
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Membership Renewal:
If you purchased or renewed your Milner Gardens & Woodland membership last spring,
please take a moment to renew your membership now.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Individual
Household

$25
$40

Member benefits for one
Member benefits for adults and children living at the same address

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
w
w
w
w
w

Free admission to the Gardens during regular garden hours (excluding some special events)
Priority registration for education courses
'Milner Musings' Quarterly Newsletter
Gift Shop & Nursery – 10% discount off regularly priced merchandise and plants
Discounted Guest Passes @ $7.50

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Individual

$25

Household $40

Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (1)
Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (2)
Address
Province

City
Postal Code

Email

Phone (Home) ___________________________________ Phone (work) ___________________________________________

Visa/Master Card: ________ ________ ________ ________.
Cheque: Payable to Milner Gardens & Woodland

expiry date: ____/____

