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Our Mission is to
preserve and
enhance Milner
Gardens and
Woodland, to
educate and
inspire. All gifts
to Milner
Gardens help
us to achieve
this mission.

FROM THE PRESIDENT OF MALASPINA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Dear Garden Members,

Individual Highlights:
President, Malaspina

1

Executive Directors
Message

1

Shoots w/Roots

6

Snippets

7

Art & Photography
Jazz in Garden

8-9
10-11

Donor Form

12

Staff at Milner Gardens
Jim Cadwaladr
Executive Director
Geoff Ball
Horticultural
Supervisor
Michele Lacey
Secretary
Candice Coghill
Nursery Grower/Gift Shop
Co-coordinator
Charlene Forrest
Children’s Program
Facilitator
Carol Hansen
Tea Room Coordinator

It is with very mixed emotions that I inform you of Jim Cadwaladr's upcoming
retirement from Malaspina University-College and Milner Gardens and Woodland
as of the end of November 2006. Jim has experienced a wonderful career
teaching in the university-college's horticulture program and performing since
inception the Executive Director's job at Milner Gardens and Woodland. We all
owe him a tremendous vote of thanks for his excellent work and the professional
way in which he has conducted his duties. The Gardens would certainly not be
what they are today without his leadership and stewardship. Please wish him all
of the very best as he leaves to take up the challenges of private practice in his
first love, that being a Landscape Architect.
Thank you Jim and all the best!!
Regards,
Rich Johnston,
President, Malaspina University-College

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
I hope you are having a wonderful summer. If you are looking for a great place to
cool down, and slow down, think about a visit to Milner Gardens, we are open
every day through to Sept 4th. (and then continuing Thursday through Sunday until
October 9th)
Two great events have been planned for this summer that you will not want to
miss. The sixth annual Art & Photography in the Garden on Sat. July 22 and
Sunday July 23 will feature regional artists, live music, children’s activities and the
ever-popular silent auction of original works by participating artists. Tina Beard
and Nancy Kruyt have been working hard this past winter and spring inviting many
of the region’s finest artists to join us for this event. Regular admission applies, so
Members are free.
Administration: 752-8573
Volunteer Services: 752-7514

Milner Gardens and Woodlands
2179 West Island Hwy
Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 1G1

Reservations & Info: 752-6153
Fax: 250 752-3826
Web Site: www.milnergardens.org
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Then, on Sunday, August 20th Milner Gardens present’s the third annual Jazz in the Garden
produced by JUNO award winner Phil Dwyer. Phil has assembled some of Canada’s premier jazz
musicians for this year’s concert including Ingrid Jensen. The Big Band set was a huge hit last year
and will be repeated this year. If you are a jazz fan, you will not want to miss this event. You’ll also
want to tell your music loving friends about this marvelous opportunity. Members receive discount
pricing of $19/each (limit of one ticket / member card), available at the garden gatehouse. There is
more information about these events in the newsletter.
As Rich Johnston has indicated, I will be retiring as Executive Director of Milner Gardens &
Woodland on Nov 30, 2006. The ten years that I have had the privilege to work with the outstanding
Milner staff and team of volunteers has been truly remarkable. To have been involved in the Milner
Garden project from it’s very beginning and to see it develop into the community asset we have
today has been an exceptional experience.

Jim Cadwaladr

******************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

Thank you for your continued support
It is hard to believe that Milner Gardens and Woodland has been open to the public for six seasons.
The visitors’ guest books continue to fill with positive and glowing adjectives to describe the
experience of spending a tranquil few hours in this wonderfully serene environment. The added
benefits to our local communities in the form of education and the development of tourism in the
area are being felt in ever more compelling ways. Our mission, “to preserve and enhance the Milner
Gardens and Woodland to educate and inspire”, is becoming increasingly important.
All of this, of course, has been dependant on the commitment and generosity of each and every
one of you, the members and volunteers of Milner Gardens and of the many corporate sponsors.
The Fundraising Committee has recently implemented a Corporate Partnership Program that offers
local businesses naming rights for selected locations. We are now also in the middle of our 2006
Annual Campaign. We encourage you, if you have not done so already, to make a donation to
Milner Gardens in one of the many ways: renew your annual membership at a higher
membership/donor category, make a donation to the Annual Campaign, sponsor a Garden event,
provide funding for one of our many needed garden improvements, support the Shoots with Roots
children’s education program, purchase a bench for the garden, give a gift to honour someone and
have them recognized in the “Book of Honours” or make a provision in your will for a gift to Milner
Gardens and Woodland Society.
The spirit of support is particularly evident this summer at the Gardens as the Welcome and
Interpretive Centre comes closer to completion thanks to our many donors and hard-working
construction volunteers. Newly renovated offices upstairs in the historic Milner House are also a
testament to the perseverance and ingenuity of staff and many volunteers. And of course, the vital
gift of time from our crew of over 250 volunteers who donate their time and talents to do the myriad
of tasks that keep the gardens going and which make the experience of our visitors so memorable.
We all have good reason to feel very proud of the progress we have made. We greatly appreciate
your continued support to preserve and enhance Milner Gardens and Woodland, to educate and
inspire our many visitors.
If you would like additional information about the above or wish to discuss any aspect further,
please contact:

Corrie deKluyver
Chair of Fundraising Committee (250) 248-0169
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Changes at the garden
There are changes on the staff side of the garden’s operation, in addition to Jim’s retirement. Carol
Hansen will be shifting her attention and applying her skills entirely to the operation of the Tea
Room. Candice Coghill will be adding the coordination of the Gift Shop to her duties as Nursery
Grower/Plant Sales. There has been significant growth in Tea Room, Plant sales and Gift Shop
sales over the last two years, as well, luncheon activity is up significantly. We are now at a point
where we need to reorganize in order to meet demand and take the next steps in the development
of our offerings in all of these areas, and to enable Carol and Candice to do their jobs effectively.
Carol and Candice are both exceptional at what they do. I have no doubt that these changes will
result in an overall improvement to the garden visitor experience and stability of the garden’s
operation.
The Welcome and Interpretive Centre is progressing at a
steady pace and is scheduled to be completed in the fall.
Once again, a very big thanks you to the donors,
businesses and volunteers who are so central in bringing
this project to a successful conclusion.

The office staff moved to new digs on the
second floor of Milner House on June
14th. The renovation of the second floor
of Milner House has been a long process
involving many donors and volunteers.
Thank you to all of those who have
donated to, or worked on, this project. A
special thank you to Mac Taylor and
Mike Dunn who volunteered on the
overall Milner House renovation project
for the last six years.
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The former offices on the main floor will be renovated as public spaces. One will become a
board room/meeting room; the other will become a space to house special collections and
displays for public viewing and enjoyment.
The staff changes and completion of these projects will add a new and exciting dynamic to
Milner Gardens & Woodland and give us the opportunity to offer new programs and
activities.

Jim Cadwaladr
****************************************************************************

The Milner Gardens and Woodland Corporate Partnership
Program
This past spring the Milner Gardens Fundraising Committee launched a program offering
Corporate Partnerships through naming rights for selected areas of the estate. This
initiative will help ensure that Milner Gardens continues to be preserved and maintained
for future generations to enjoy.
To date three corporate partners have contributed to this program in four of the fourteen
areas available, as follows:

Quality Foods have sponsored the Milner House
Veranda for a two-year period.

Windsor Plywood have sponsored
the Camellia Tea Room for a two
year period and have purchased a
brand new 8 passenger electric
Shuttle Cart for the garden.

Pharmasave, Qualicum Beach,
who are celebrating their 35th year,
have sponsored the Pool House
Upper Terrace Patio for a two-year
period.

A very big “thank you" to these corporate partners for supporting
the garden. If you would like to know more about this program,
please call us at 752-8573.
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Summer 2006 Newsletter
eduation.milnergardens@shaw.ca

Charlene Forrest – program coordinator

WHEW- I’m not sure where to even start!
Since the last newsletter the spring onsite school program has finished, various field trips have been through,
workshops and presentations were conducted, the new spring break camps happened,
and the summer camps and daycare group sessions have begun.
Onsite school program – 12 elementary classes returned for their final 3 visits. Their enthusiasm and
retention of information continues to amaze me! The hard work in the Food Garden is already presenting an amazing
display, and the SwR Herbarium has a second year of great native plant specimens added to it. This year the students
were able to take their ‘Research’ nametags with them, to be redeemed for a free visit so they could teach their families
what they have learned. Mere days after the school year ended the redeemed tags started to appear at the gatehouse.
(yahoo it worked!)
Field trips – in addition to local participants, the program is now attracting interest from beyond the local school
district. Classes and teacher groups from Nanaimo and Port Alberni smiled their way through their visits and lessons,
and are have expressed interest in joining the multi-visit program in the fall.
Workshops and Presentations – my presentation at the BGCI Canada 2006 Biodiversity Education and
Conservation Colloquium in Vancouver was incredibly well received, there is great admiration and envy for what our program has
accomplished. Nationally and internationally BGCI continues to give the program fantastic exposure through their print and Internet
publications (www.bgci.org). The trip to this colloquium prompted a very generous donation from a pair of Milner volunteers.
Thanks to their donated funds, I will be heading to the BGCI International Congress on Education in Botanic Gardens to do a
presentation in September. The congress will be held at Oxford University, and the organizers are very excited that international
delegates will have the opportunity to see and hear more about Shoots with Roots.
I also travelled to Victoria to the Jane Goodall Institute Roots & Shoots Festival to participate in the day’s
events and offer workshops. I spent time with over 75 participants making and planting newspaper pots and talking
about native plants, organic vegetables, plant development and processes. It was very interesting to work with older
students (8-16) and wonderful to get the opportunity to spend a few quiet moments with Dr. Jane again.
Closer to home, the SwR booth at the Qualicum Beach Family Day event was a flurry of activity as more than
150 children made and planted newspaper pots with organic vegetable seeds. Each one also left the table with a
Douglas-fir seedling lovingly tucked under their arm.
Camps and daycare groups– 16 children participated in this first year of Spring Break Camps, and there are
more than 80 children registered for the Summer Camps. Many participants have already been involved in the school
program or camp sessions, or both. They love it! There are also local daycare/preschool groups registered for regular
visits in the “Sprouting Out” summer program.

So many *Thank You’s* for recent and generous Donations and Program Support
Anonymous Donors
Travel, accommodation and registration funds for
BGCI International Education Congress, Oxford
University
Christine Pollard, HTM
Transport/display of SwR exhibit - American
Horticulture Therapy Association conference,
Portland

Coastal Colour Printing
Program posters for Oxford presentation

Parksville-Qualicum Foundation
Funds for program

Phil Bridgman
Wooden newspaper-pot makers

Qualicum Beach Antiques and Collectibles
Décor and furnishings for wall tent classroom and food garden

Shoots with Roots Mentors
! Thank you so much for all that you do for the program!

The Bug Lady
Many THOUSANDS of ladybeetles
(it’s hard to imagine there’s an aphid to be
found at MGW now!)

Ursus Environmental Consulting
Funds and material for floor for canvas wall tent classroom

Snippets
Propagating Primulas
The easiest way to multiply primulas is by division.
They can handle being divided every second year –
many of them will actually thrive because of it. An
example of that is Primula vialii. Said to be shorted
lived, we have managed to prolong its life by
dividing it yearly.

Primula vialii – Peacock primrose

You can never have too many
I took a fancy to Primula x pubescens this
spring. I found I just couldn’t resist the
beautiful succulent evergreen leaves and the
wonderful flowers with jewel-coloured edges
and yellow eyes. I bought a couple of pots –
being sure to choose the ones that had the
best chance of being divided this year (I’ve
also left the flower heads on so I can sow the
seed later this year). I have high hopes for
them and it will be interesting to see how
they do. They are hardy to our zone but
often die out because of wet winters. Who
knows, maybe next spring I will be able to
offer up a few at the spring plant sale. Until
then, they are tucked away safely in pots.

Spring Blooming Primulas at MGW
P. ‘Wanda’ P. vulgaris P. dentata
P. polyneura P. japonica P. veris
P. japonica ‘Miller’ Crimson’

Division should take place after the plant has
flowered. I like to lift and divide summer flowering
primulas in September. Our climate is mild enough
that if done in September the plants will still have a
chance to settle in and put on some good root
growth before winter sets in. Late winter/early
spring flowering primulas are best divided in late
April and early May after they have flowered and
before the heat of the summer sets in.
Propagation by seed is another great way to increase
the primulas in your garden. Have patience though
as some seed takes up to three years to germinate.
Surface-sow fresh seed onto a flat or pot filled with
a soil-less media and leave outdoors in a protected
area but where it can receive adequate rain fall
throughout the year. Once the seed has germinated
watch out for those slugs – grow on for a season
until the plant is large enough to be planted out into
your garden. Plants will often flower two years
after germination.

Primula capitata ssp. mooreana with a
covering of farina

Pimula japonica

Did you know?
The word primula is deriv ed from the
Latin ‘primula veris’ meaning
‘firstling of spring’. The plant Primula
veris is also known as the English
Cowslip.

Summer Blooming Primulas at MGW
P. capitata ssp. Moorean P. beesiana
P. x bulleesiana P. bulleyana
Cultivation – Generally, primulas grown on
the west coast prefer a cool climate during
the summer months. Plants prefer to be
planted in full to part shade in deep, humus
rich, neutral to acidic soil. Some species will
tolerate full sun if grown in very moist
conditions.
If you notice a white powder covering your
primulas, don’t worry. The powder is called
farina (= flour) and helps to protect the plant
from moisture loss when exposed to the
sun’s harmful rays.

Pimula ‘Miller’s Crimson’

Primrose is the birth flower for the
month of February.
Primula florindae Keilour hybrid – wonderfully fragrant primrose

There are over 425 species of primula
in the world. Many of them native to
the Northern Hemisphere
Primula poisonii

Primula x bulleesiana – Candelabra type primulas
A cross between P. bulleyana and P. beesiana

Happy Gardening
- Candice, Nursery Grower
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The Gladys and Charles Killip Royal
Collection at Milner Gardens
Milner Gardens and Woodland
seeks your assistance in
enabling us to display the Killip
Royal Collection.
A recent house display
commemorating Queen
Elizabeth’s eightieth birthday
was on loan from the private
collection of Gladys and
Charles Killip from June 10 until
this past week.

The display is fitting, as there is a connection between this beautiful garden and the
Royal family. The Queen and Prince Philip spent a three-day retreat at Milner house and
garden in October of 1987. The Queen and Prince Philip each planted a tree in the
garden during their retreat. A year earlier Prince Charles and Princess Diana also
visited Mrs Milner in her garden.
We hope that you were able to enjoy this exciting and significant display. We also would
like to thank Gladys and Charles Killip for planning and mounting this display from their
collection.
There is an opportunity for
Milner Gardens to launch a
more permanent display of
the Killip Collection. To this
end we are seeking glass
front cases and tables that
would be suitable and
adaptable as display cases.
If you are interested in
donating any pieces that
you think might be suitable
for this purpose please
contact the administrative
office at 250.752.8573
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Art and Photography in the Garden
Come to Milner Gardens & Woodland July 22 and 23, 2006 and
enjoy the 5th annual Art and Photography in the Garden
celebration. Watch artists at work while they capture the beauty
of this 10-acre artist’s garden and 60-acre woodland in paintings,
drawings, watercolour, photography, bonsai, origami, pottery,
and many other forms of expression. All weekend long, local
artisans will be in the garden presenting visitors with the
opportunity to discuss and observe their technique, as well as
purchase original artwork, photographs, and art cards.
Attend one of our “Speaker Series” workshops, and discuss art
and technique daily at 1pm and 3pm. Workshops will take place
inside the Milner House, in the same room the Queen once
stayed in. Leading the workshops are David Rowe, Richard
Sillery, Keiko Bottomley, and Larry Aguilar.
Bring the whole family out for this wonderful weekend, and be
entertained by Bill Perison and Jay Doige. Bill will be performing
children’s songs off of his new album Big Guys and Little Guys
on Saturday afternoon, while Jay will be dramatically reading a
series of children’s stories on Sunday.
Each artist, in the spirit of the festival, has donated a piece of
artwork to the Silent Auctions which will take place over the
course of the weekend. The first auction will end at 4 p.m. on
Saturday, and on Sunday the auctions will close at 2 p.m. and 4
p.m.
To complete the creative experience, various local musicians will
perform each day at the pool house and on the grand lawn. The
music of local groups Alma Trio, Ask Alice, The McShane
Sisters, Starlight Reverie and The Strummin’ Birds will be a
perfect companion as you stroll through the garden. Food and
refreshments will be available for purchase throughout the day.
Join us for a weekend of inspiration at this exquisite seaside
garden estate.

2006 SEASON
Afternoon Tea
Relax with a cup of tea and a fresh baked scone in the drawing
room or on the verandah of the 1930’s cottage-style Milner house.
Hours: 1:00pm to 4:00pm
Private meeting rooms available for group functions and special occasions.
Group luncheon menu available upon request.

A Perfect Setting for Weddings
Milner Gardens and Woodland offers a stunning and romantic
location to celebrate a wedding.
The Garden presents many enchanting settings including an ocean
view backdrop, lush gardens, old-growth forest and a charming
heritage house that once entertained royalty.

Garden Courses
This season, we are offering a series of tours and workshops
designed to increase awareness and appreciation of the history
of our forest and Garden. The Milner Gardens Workshop
Series is offered through Malaspina University & College
Centre for Continuing Studies. For more information please
visit:

www.mala.ca/ccs
or visit our website at
www.milnergardens.org

Malaspina’s Milner Gardens
and Woodland presents

Art & Photography
in the Garden
Saturday and Sunday
July 22 & 23 (10 am - 5 pm)
Meet, mingle and be inspired by local artists at work as they
paint, sketch, sculpt, carve, and photograph the beauty of this artist’s garden.

• Childrens Program
• Guest Speakers
• Art Sale • Live Music
• Silent Auction
• Refreshments & Food
Regular Admission Applies:
$10 Adults, $6 Students, Children under 12 free.
Garden Members free.
For info call 250-752-6153 or 250-752-8573

Summer Hours: 7 days a week (10 - 5)
250-752-6153 milnergardens@shaw.ca
2179 West Island Hwy., Qualicum Beach

www.milnergardens.org
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Jazz in the Garden
On Sunday August 20, 2006 Malaspina’s Milner Gardens and Woodland, in Qualicum Beach,
will proudly host the 3rd annual Jazz in the Garden festival. The gates will open at noon. The
series of four performances between 12:30 and 5:00 p.m. is sure to please. The event will
showcase unbelievable talent in a variety of classic and contemporary Jazz styles.
The afternoon will begin in fine style as Phil Dwyer band warms up the stage with a high-class
performance that is sure to make the gardens come alive. Saxophonist, pianist, arranger and
composer Phil Dwyer’s repertoire is as impressive as his ability. Joining Phil for this occasion
will be Ingrid Jensen, a renowned, homegrown trumpet soloist who has earned an outstanding
reputation in the Big Apple. The talent continues to flow as the Ian McDougall All-Star Quartet,
featuring Oliver Gannon, Ron Johnston, and Ken Lister, takes the stage. The combination of
trombone, jazz guitar, piano and double bass all played with exquisite flair, is an occasion you
won’t want to miss. Tom Keenlyside, of Vancouver, with Altered Laws, featuring Miles Black
on piano will amaze when they take the stage. Closing the afternoon’s festivities is The Milner
Gardens All-Star Big Band with special guest vocalist Karin Plato, who will perform exciting
new arrangements of great standards and Jazz classics.
The main stage will be set up on the great lawn overlooking Georgia Strait. Seating will be
provided; however, lawn chairs are welcome. To complete the experience, a variety of food,
refreshments, and a no-host wine bar will be available at an additional cost. Come and treat all
your senses to an afternoon of wonderful music and delicious food in a stunning setting.
Tickets are available in advance at Milner Gardens, Mulberry Bush Bookstores (Qualicum Beach
& Parksville). Tickets are also available in Nanaimo at Turley’s Florist or the Quilted Duck
Cottage, in Port Alberni at Urban Greenery or in Courtenay at BOP City Records and Home &
Garden Gate. Tickets are $29 per person and $19 for Milner Gardens Members. (Discount price
limited to one ticket per Membership Card). For more information or to purchase tickets by
telephone, call 250.752.6153. All proceeds from this support the continued operation of the
garden. Jazz in the Garden is produced by Phil Dwyer Music and Malaspina’s Milner Gardens &
Woodland.

Opens March 1, 2006
HOURS
Open 10:00am to 5:00pm
Gates close at 4:00pm
March 30th – April 30th
Thursday through Sunday
& Holiday Mondays
May 4th – September 4th
7 days a week
September 7th – October 9th
Thursday through Sunday
& Holiday Mondays

Admission
March and April
Adults - $7.50, Students - $6.00
May through September
Adults - $10.00, Students - $6.00

MEMBERSHIP
Individual - $25.00/year
Household - $40.00/year
AFTERNOON TEA
Served every open day from 1-4pm
Please note: Admission to the Gardens is required
to access the Tearoom

Malaspina’s Milner Gardens and Woodland presents

in the garden
in qualicum beach
co-produced by phil dwyer

Sunday, Aug. 20, 2006
Gates open at noon, Main Stage
style concert begins at 12:30
to 5:00pm and beyond...
Food & beverages
available on site.

Featuring Juno Award winner Phil Dwyer,
Special Guest: Renowned Trumpet Soloist: Ingrid Jensen,
Tom Keenlyside with Altered Laws and Miles Black on Piano,
Ian McDougall All-Stars featuring Oliver Gannon,
Ron Johnston & Ken Lister, Plus The Milner Gardens All-Stars
Big Band with Special Guest Vocalist Karin Plato.
Tickets: $29.00 per person; available in advance at Milner Gardens, Mulberry Bush Bookstores,
in Nanaimo at Turley’s Florist and The Quilted Duck Cottage, in Port Alberni at Urban Greenery or in Courtenay at
BOP City Records and Home & Garden Gate. Garden Member Tickets: $19.00. Members must purchase
tickets at the Garden or at 752-6153 (discount limited to one ticket per membership card)

Proudly sponsored by

For information or
ticket purchases,
call 250-752-6153
2179 West Island Highway,
Qualicum Beach, BC
Summer Hours: 7 days a week (10-5) Tel. 250-752-6153 milnergardens@shaw.ca

www.milnergardens.org
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MILNER GARDENS & WOODLAND SOCIETY DONOR CATEGORIES
DONOR CATEGORIES: All donors will receive recognition in the annual published donors list.
Primrose Circle Private guided tour of the Garden by appointment. ……………$100-199
Magnolia Circle Private guided tour + two gift admission passes………………..$200-499
Douglas-fir Circle

Private guided tour + four gift admission passes……………….$500-999

Rhododendron Circle

Private guided tour + four gift admission passes + invitation
for two to annual donor reception at Garden…………………$1000-4999

Garden Benefactor

Private guided tour + six gift passes + invitation for two
to annual donor reception at Garden + recognition in the
MGW landscape (garden bench or other agreed upon
project)……………………………. ……………………………$5,000-9999

Milner Partner

Private guided tour + ten gift passes + invitation for two to Milner Partner's
dinner at the Garden + recognition in the MGW landscape
(garden bench or other agreed upon project) ……… $10,000 and above

OTHER DONATIONS:
IN-KIND GIFT/ITEMS ………………………………… Estimated Value $……………………..
Donor Name: _____________________________________Date: ________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City or Town: ___________________________________ Province/State: ________________________
Postal Code/Zip Code: _______________ ____________Country: ______________________________
Telephone: _ ____ ________________________________ Email: _______________________________
Please indicate below how you would like your name or names to be listed in the annual donors list or on
commemorative plaques associated with the gift donation:
______________________________________________________________________________________
Please make donations payable to: Milner Gardens and Woodland Society
Milner Gardens and Woodland Society will issue official tax receipts
under Federal Charitable # 88675 3615 RR0001
Please send information about:

Annual membership categories

Honour someone in the Book of Honours

Planned giving opportunities

How to make a bequest to the Gardens

Date: ___________________
2179 West Island Highway, Qualicum Beach, B.C. V9K 1G1 Office: (250) 752-8573
Fax: (250) 752-3826

