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Executive Director’s Message
Spring Greetings Milner Community,
The plants have taken off early this year, with bulbs popping up everywhere we turn. As the
life returns to the Garden we are also busy in other areas as well.
The construction volunteers continue to make progress on the veranda. They have replaced
all of the old rotted wood, and are now in the process of dealing with the more cosmetic parts
of the project. This has been a much more extensive project than we had first thought. We
hope to have this all back together by the beginning of May so that as soon as the warm
weather hits our members and guests can sit out and enjoy their tea and the fantastic views.
Our plans for the shoreline are still moving along. Phase I of the plan is to design, fundraise
for and install an erosion control system that will have the least impact on the shoreline
ecosystem. After completing this portion we will move onto fundraising for and installation
of a landscape and interpretive system at the beach level which will then be accessible to
members and guests. The designs for Phase I are now at a stage where we can begin the
fundraising in the near future.
Up at the other end of the site we will be continuing to spruce up the entranceway. New
plants, tree trimming, and some roadway improvements are all in the works.
On the planning front, the University is undertaking an exciting and extensive integrated
planning project for the entire institution, including Milner Gardens. As part of this broad
integrated plan, a community consultation was held at Milner Gardens. The feedback from
the consultation will inform both the Milner Gardens long range plan and the larger
University plan. Once the integrated planning project for the University has been completed
(by September, we hope), we will continue to move the plan for the garden forward.

Staff at Milner Gardens
Geoff Ball
Executive Director
Charlene Forrest
Shoots with Roots
Kim Hammond
Nursery Grower /
Groundskeeper
Carol Hansen
Tea Room Coordinator
Michele Lacey
Secretary
Helen Reimer
Visitor Services
Coordinator
Denise Winter
Groundsperson

All of our great regular staff are back with us again this season with one exception. Last fall
we had to say goodbye to Phillip Chartrand who had to leave to go back East. Phillip had
been working behind the scenes helping to keep the grounds and facilities in good order. We
are very pleased to announce that we have hired his replacement, Denise Winter. Denise
worked in the grounds last summer as a practicum student from our Horticulture Technician
Program as well as being a work-op student for us throughout the winter. We are glad to
have Denise on board in her new role.
A quick note on our pricing for the year; with the new HST taking effect on July 1st we are
having to change how we collect the GST/HST. As we will not be able to absorb the HST the
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way we have been doing so with the GST (up until this season, memberships and admission have included GST), we are having
to add the applicable tax onto both memberships and admission. This is resulting in a small net increase for both of these
items.
For our events this year, one great addition will be the expansion of Jazz in the Garden. This year we will be holding concerts
on both the Saturday and Sunday. Saturday will be dedicated to classical music and Sunday will remain all Jazz. We are
changing the name of the event to Music in the Garden. The two day event will be held August 14 th & 15th. Make sure to put it
down on your calendar; it will be a fantastic weekend of music. Tickets will go on sale later this spring.

Geoff Ball
Executive Director
Current ema il a ddresses!! Plea se h el p Miln er Garden s & W oodlan d
save postal costs.
By changing the delivery of your newsletter from post to downloading it,
you receive the newsletter faster, and in colour,
and Milner updates during the year!
If you are not renewing your membership in person, you may pick up your new membership
cards at the Welcome & Interpretive Centre.

Fund Development Committee Report
Donations/money raised to date are approximately $102,000. As of December 30, 2009, $37,000 had been raised through the
Spring and Fall Campaigns. The remaining funds derive from Foundations, corporate sponsors, grants, gifts-in-kind, specific
gifts, and raffles. These funds are very important each year for the success of Milner Gardens.
Although less well attended than last year, the Antiques Appraisal Day was a big success. Thanks to all who attended and to
the appraisers who donated their time. The event will not be repeated next February but will be replaced by another event with
a „heritage‟-related theme!
The first two presentations of the Spring Speakers‟ series have gone well. We look forward to the final speaker, Des Kennedy.
Be aware that there is a possible date change for this event.
Are you a fan of Lee Valley garden tools? If so, be sure to buy some tickets on our current raffle – a Gardener‟s Package. See
details on page 8 of this newsletter.
The Fund Development Committee is looking forward to working with the Development/Alumni Office of Vancouver Island
University (VIU) in a fundraising drive focused on restoring the shoreline of Milner Gardens. This campaign will begin in June
with a special event at Milner House.
May is Spring Campaign month when members are encouraged to support Milner Gardens & Woodland. Donation forms are
made available by email (linked to our website) or by mail if you do not have email. The Gardens is very appreciative of your
donations as there are many ways in which your dollars can be used and which, this year, also includes the restoration project
mentioned above.
John England, an integral (and entertaining!) member of the Fund Development Committee for four years, has informed us that
he will resign from the committee as of April 30th. John, your ideas and help have been very much appreciated – we will miss
you!
Even without John‟s leaving, the Committee was eager to increase its members. A variety of ideas and perspectives is always
welcome, and, of course, the workload can be shared among more people. If you have an interest in being on the Committee
or in helping with our special events please contact Geoff or me (250-752-8060).
Look forward to seeing you in the Gardens!

Alice Marquardt
Chair, Fund Development Committee
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IMPORTANT NOT ICE
MILNER GARDENS AND WOODLAND SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEET ING
The Annual General Meeting of Milner Gardens and Woodland Society for the fiscal year 2009/10, will be held at 7:00
p.m., Tuesday June 15th, 2010, in room 262 of the Parksville Campus of Vancouver Island University, located in the
Parksville Civic and Technology Centre, 100 East Jensen Street, Parksville. All persons, 18 years of age or older, who
hold current membership in Milner Gardens & Woodland at that date, are eligible to attend and vote.
Nominations for members of the Board of Directors:
The Society‟s Bylaw 3.4 states:
“Members of the Society at large who wish to nominate other members to serve on the Board of Directors, must obtain
and complete the appropriate nomination form which shall be available from the office of the Executive Director. Such
nominations must be submitted to the Chair of the nominating committee no later than 30 days prior to the Annual
General Meeting (May 16th this year). Nominations from the floor at the Annual General Meeting will not be
accepted.”
Lou Gueho
Chair
Milner Gardens and Woodland Society

Membership, Admission
and the HST
In the past, our membership and admission
fees have Included GST.
With the HST due to be implemented this July,
we have had to restructure our fees as a base
cost plus applicable taxes added on.
Please see our website for the new net fees.
www.milnergardens.org

Curious about how planned giving works?
Join us in the Tea Room April 21st at 10:00 a.m. for a sharing of
information on planned giving. Planned giving provides financial
support for programs and groups you care about, while helping
you and your heirs by creating income or realizing tax benefits
Julie Keenan from VIU’s Development and Alumni office, as well
as Alladin Versi, Regional Tax Leader with Meyers Norris and
Penny, will speak about different planned giving options and
answer any of your questions. Tea and light refreshments will be
provided. Please RSVP at 250-752-8573 x 221 or email
milnergardens@shaw.ca .
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Shoots with Roots


Helping community Shoots make and meet Roots

Charlene Forrest – program coordinator


Spring 2010 Newsletter

www.viu.ca/MilnerGardens/education-programs.asp

education.milnergardens@shaw.ca

Spring Break Sessions - 33 Shoots participated in SwR Spring
Break Camps this year. It is amazing what alumni Shoots retain
from past sessions, and how great they are at sharing their
knowledge with the new Shoots. We did lots of forest exploration,
worked on waking the Food Garden and sometimes just retreated
from the weather into the Ursus Den.
Drum Latin - we have been having a great time in our Drum
Latin sessions. Session 2 starts in April and the group looks
forward to moving through new plant names. A fabulous
community member who values both education and music
donated funds used to support the launch of this program.
I thank her immensely!!
Outreach –the Spring Outreach program has been busy. The
newspaper potmaking and planting activity has been taken to over
575 school students, and more than 200 families at QB Seedy
Saturday and the CVIBGS Spring Garden Festival. That‟s a lot of
baby veggies started by community Shoots 
Thank you SwR volunteers; some of these were long days!
Summer Programs – the 2010 Summer Sessions registration
will open April 1st; check the SwR webpage for camp
information. Also, check out the VIU GrandKids University
information in their booklet or online on the Continuing Ed page
under Summer @ VIU. This is a great program! Register early,
especially for the accommodation option.

To register for these Milner Garden Workshop Series please call Vancouver Island University
Centre for Continuing Studies at 1-866-734-6252 or 250-248-2096

Rose Care, Saturday, April 10th - 10:30 a.m. to Noon, with Jean Hay
Nature Photography, Saturday, April 17th - 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., with Richard Sillery
The Art of Hanging Baskets, Wednesday, April 21st - 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., with Rose Lynn Fleury
Creative Patio Planters, Wednesday, April 28th - 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., with Rose Lynn Fleury
Tea Cup Tales: Reading The Leaf, Friday, July 9th - 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with Tanya Lester
Tea Cup Tales: Reading The Leaf, Friday, August 6th - 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with Tanya Lester
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Snippets
It‟s Potpourri time! I can‟t think of anything groundbreaking to share
and my mind isn‟t in info mode just yet; still reeling with attempts at
getting ahead of the TO DO List! So here I go with a hodge podge of
things…
Wish list, four inch pots, clean, (ish) that are not too old, not broken, no
“colours” please.
Some help for our Seed Saver team – now down to one! Wouldn‟t you
like to wander the garden every other week or so and collect seed
heads?? Those of you who were interested in joining the propagation
group (still very full- sorry) may like to “wait” here?? It is propagation,
after all.
Maple tapping team for next fall – is that enough warning?? We have
the technology to tap our local big leaf maple but it needs to be tapped
at a time when we are either racing the clock to prepare for Milner
Magic (late November/December) or in January/February when there is
little or no outdoor staff! (read …me). If I have piqued anyone‟s interest
you have the opportunity to be my and Carol‟s new best friend! (plants
and chocolate cookies- what more could you want??). Plus, being a
taste tester for the best maple syrup.
Nettle tea collectors –brave ones? It‟s at that perfect stage. To freeze
and package so we can later sell on. Full of life-giving stuff I‟m told.
And last but not least - anyone who has ,or knows someone who has, a
dog that finds and herds deer? We have two in here at the moment and I
desperately need them out by the end of April, before May when they
start dropping any baby plant eaters. Tall order I know, but if you don‟t
ask…
Wishes aside, it‟s time. Time to stop lolligagging about, put the quilting
away, (boohoo), and get back to the important stuff. The peas and
beans are already up and growing in the greenhouse, lettuces and
onions on their way and even the tomatoes poked their noses out of the
soil today! The daffs in bloom say it‟s time to get back out there, get on
your knees and get dirty! Pig Pen affiliates live on!

Kim Hammond
Nursery Grower / Grounds Keeper

Gift Shop News
Spring has officially arrived and I am
eager to get started on the 2010 Season. I look
forward to working with, and seeing, all the
friendly faces that have come to mean a lot to me.
I am working on a few ideas for improving
the Gift Shop and I will have to remind myself to
be patient and realistic. I would like to make the
back patio of the Pool house into a display area for
gardening items. I have a bit of a wish-list for the
project; a weather-hardy table, attractive shelving
or hooks for displaying items and a light fixture to
replace the one that is there, possibly a track light
of some kind that can be adjusted for light in more
than one direction
We will be selling Ted Jolda ornaments all
year long as they are not only for Christmas. I
continue on the journey of finding great locallymade items and have a goal to have a large
majority of the stock to be local or at least
Vancouver Island products by the end of the year.
Is there something you want to see in the Gift
Shop? I am always open to suggestions.
Helen Reimer
Visitor Services Coordinator

9TH ANNUAL SPRING PLANT SALE
TH

TH

APRIL 17 & 18

FROM 10:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.

Admission by donation. Tea Room open 11:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. for tea service, homemade soup and scones.

MEMBERS ONLY EARLY ACCESS APRIL 16TH
FROM 5:00 TO 7:00 P.M.. Please bring your
membership card to access this event.

Milner Gardens
2010 Season opens April 1st
Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., gate closes
at 4:30 p.m., Thursday through Sunday and
holiday Mondays, from
st
April 1 to April 30th and September 9th to
October 11th.
Open seven days a week from
May 1st to September 6th
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CAMELLIA TEA ROOM
Well, first off, due to a prior booking, we have had to change the date of
the April Members‟ Luncheon from April 23rd to April 16th at 11:45 a.m..
We have only a few openings left for that one so please contact me at
carol.milnergardens@shaw.ca or 250 752 8473 ext 224 to book.

We have an assortment of odd bone china cups
and saucers that are available to Milner members
and volunteers for a small donation. Contact
Carol Hansen direct with your pattern and item
needed. Email is preferable, or call Carol‟s line at
250-752-8573 extension 224.

For all those who have already booked, if you haven‟t been contacted
already, please be sure to get in touch with me. The luncheon consists of
English faire, with bangers and mash, mushy peas (tasty ones!) and a
custard tart for dessert for $14.95 plus GST. Please note the time will
change back to 11:45 a.m., in order to allow the Tea Room to be open for
the usual afternoon service. Also, Garden admission fees will apply to
member‟s guests at this time.
The May luncheon will be Dutch in flavour and will be on Friday, May
21st at 11:45 a.m. and the June one will be for Friday, June 18 th at 11:45
a.m.. As mentioned before, these luncheons get booked up quickly so
please reserve early to avoid disappointment.
We are often able to offer an early lunch for a small group in the Tea
Room most days that we‟re open, but it must be by reservation at least the
day prior.

The Gift Shop bar fridge
is on its last legs. If you
have one you would like
to donate, please contact
Carol.

Mother‟s Day will soon be here and the Tea Room will be busy. We‟re
unable to take reservations but we will be open early that day at 11:00
a.m..
The Tea Room has recently been presented with two great additions to the
kitchen. A lovely new Cuisinart mixer was given to us by Birthe Jensen.
We were able to get the blender attachment for the mixer with QF points
and are waiting for the food processor attachment to come in, also for our
QF points. Last month, a new meat slicer was presented to us by Mount
Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society. These items will certainly help to
make things much easier for our kitchen helpers. Now we just have to
work on getting a new stove top. No, I don‟t think we can get that with QF
points!

We still have a quite a supply of that good crabapple juice in the freezer and will be starting to make some more crabapple jelly
next week. We are always on the look-out for more small canning jars that take the snap top rings, so bear us in mind when
cleaning out cupboards and closets. While we have a good supply of crabapple jelly on hand, we‟ll be offering two pint jars for
$13.50, regular $7.95 each, available in the Gift Shop or Tea Room.
We‟re looking forward to having everyone come back for Tea and Scones this season, and still have a lot of the same happy
familiar volunteer faces to greet you in the Tea Room.

Carol Hansen
Tea Room Coordinator

We would like to thank our
corporate partners
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MILNER GARDENS AND WOODLAND SOCIETY ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FUND
ANNUAL DONOR CATEGORIES: All donors will receive recognition in the annual published donors’ list.
Benefits - please check box when choice provided
Primrose Circle

$100+

One Gardens admission pass

Magnolia Circle

$250+

Two Gardens admission passes

Douglas-fir Circle

$500+

Four Gardens admission passes

Rhododendron Circle $1,000+

Four Gardens admission passes
+ Invitation for two to annual donor reception at the Gardens

Garden Benefactor

$5,000+

Six Gardens admission passes
+ Invitation for two to annual donor reception at the Gardens

Milner Partner

$10,000+

Six Gardens admission passes
+ Invitation for two to Milner Partners’ dinner
+ Recognition in a MGW program or other agreed upon project

********************************************************************************************************************************************************
Donor name(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/Town: _______________________________________________ Province/State: ___________________________________

Postal Code/Zip Code: _________________________ ____________ Telephone:_______________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________Date of donation: _________________________________
Please indicate below how you would like your name or names to be listed in the annual donors’ list
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
My donation is $ ___________
credit card

cash or

cheque [payable to Milner Gardens and Woodland Society]

or

Amex |Mcard |Visa : No.___________________________________: Expiry date/month__________/__________

Name on card________________________________________________ Signature: _______________________________________
Official tax receipts will be issued by Milner Gardens and Woodland Society under Canadian Federal Charitable # 88675 3615 RR0001
for all donations $10 or greater.

Please circle the following to receive more information:
Annual membership categories
Planned giving opportunities

The Book of Honours

Making a bequest to the MG&W Society

Donating a stock security
Installment donation by credit card

2179 West Island Highway, Qualicum Beach, B.C. V9K 1G1
Office: (250) 752-8573 Fax: (250) 752-3826 Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca www.milnergardens.org

OFFICE RECORD
ONLY

Date received:__________________; Admission passes sent: __________________
Other information requests sent:

________________________________________
Forms\Annual donation form Jan. 2010.doc

“TO PRESERVE AND ENHANCE MILNER GARDENS & WOODLAND, TO EDUCATE AND INSPIRE”
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Entry is by donation on
EARTH DAY, APRIL 22nd

9th Annual Spring Plant Sale, April 17th &18th
See page 5 of this newsletter.

During the Spring Plant Sale, Get Your
Spring Gardening Package
Raffle Tickets for $2 each.
Draw Date May 14, 2010
Win a Lee Valley stainless spade & fork,
electronic wireless weather station, Felco
No. 8 secateurs with holster & $100 gift
certificate; $100 Milner plants voucher; &
$100 VIU Continuing Education voucher.

Spring
Fundraisers

Spring Speakers’ Series The last presentation in this series
features Des Kennedy, and will be held at Qualicum Beach Civic
Centre at 7:00 p.m. on April 29th. Tickets are $10 each, and are
available for sale at the door, or at the Nanoose, Parksville and
Qualicum branches of the Coastal Community Credit Union.
Des Kennedy’s topic is yet to be determined, but sure to be
both informative and entertaining!

For more information please call 250-752-6131.

Rhododendron Days April 29th –
May 9th. Due to such good spring
weather, Rhododendrons may be
starting, thus finishing, sooner
than normal. It may be worth
coming early or often to see the
best display. Guided tour from
Pool House Gift Shop patio at
1:00 p.m. on
May 1st , 2nd, 8th and 9th.

THE FRIENDS OF MILNER GARDENS
AND WOODLAND
If you purchased or renewed your membership last spring, please take a moment to renew your
membership now.
Please note price changes.
On July 1, 2010, HST will apply.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Individual
Household

$25 plus $1.25 GST = $26.25 Member benefits for one
$40 plus $2 GST = $42
Member benefits for adults and children living at the same address

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS







Free admission to the Gardens during regular garden hours (excluding some special events)
Priority registration for education courses
'Milner Musings' Quarterly Newsletter
Gift Shop & Nursery – 10% discount off regularly-priced merchandise and plants
Discounted Guest Passes @ $7.52 plus .38 GST = $7.90
Membership in the Milner Gardens and Woodland Society

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Individual $25

Household $40

Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (1)
Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (2)
Address
Province

City
Postal Code

Email

Phone (Home) ___________________________________ Phone (work) ___________________________________________

Amex/Visa/Master Card: _________ _________ _________ _________. Credit card expiry date: ____/____
Cheque: Payable to Milner Gardens & Woodland Cards issued _______ Membership expiry date_________________

