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Our Mission is to
preserve and
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Woodland, to
educate and
inspire. All gifts
to Milner
Gardens help us
to achieve this
mission.
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Executive Director’s Message
Hello Milner supporters
It is hard to believe that we are at opening time again, but the buds are starting to
burst and the birds are returning, so it must be so. Once again, we’ve been hard at
work over the winter working on projects, planning, and getting ready for another
season.
The Ursus Den, the children’s outdoor classroom, has been coming along well
over the last month, after some serious setbacks due to the heavy snows earlier
this winter. The trusses and plywood are up and just waiting on the final roofing.
This project has received great community support, with the Qualicum Beach
Rotary Club, Qualicum Beach Chamber’s Gala funds and Ursus Environmental
Consulting providing most of the money needed for the structure; in addition,
Coastal Community Credit Union’s Coastal Spirit Fund has made a donation
which will provide electrical service to the building. We look forward to seeing
the first Shoots with Roots group working inside the Den later this season.
The roofs on the buildings are finally finished and have stood up well to the snow
test this winter. We will be getting a bit of gutter and stucco work done on the
buildings and then we can put this one behind us.
Along the shoreline, we have had surveys and assessments done and an engineer
is working on the design for erosion protection. As a result of the survey, it has
been determined that there is a level of danger of slippage along the top of the
bank at the end of the lawn, and to protect people from this, we will be moving
the fence back a bit. Not wanting to lose the old growth trees at the top of the
bank unless we have to, we will monitor their health, potential threats and the
state of the bank, and leave them as long as possible, hopefully for another few
generations.
Our strategic planning is coming along well and we are working to have it
complete before summer. This is an exciting and important step for us, as we
look at how to keep what we have and what we have become so well known for,
expand to the role that a University’s botanic garden should have in the region,
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and ensure the long term viability of the Gardens.
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Another exciting change this year is that our advisory and support group, the Milner Gardens and Woodland
Society, is evolving to be an open society that will include all members of the Garden. Those wishing to be
more involved in supporting the Gardens will have an opportunity to do so through the Society. This change
will also open up more funding possibilities to support programs at the Garden. Please see the
announcement on page three for more details.
Looking ahead to the season, we will be starting off this year with a display in the house of local artist Fran
Renwick’s work. Be sure to walk through the house on your next visit to check out her paintings.
Easter weekend will see a return of the Bunny Hunt from Saturday to Monday. This is an ongoing event, so
no rush, just come by when everyone is ready. The feedback from last year’s hunt was very positive and we
are looking forward to seeing the children search through the Garden for the next bunny.
Kim has been busy getting ready for the annual spring plant sale. It is quite likely after this winter that you
will be looking for something to replace those plants that succumbed to the snows and cold. Stop by on the
Friday night (April 17th) from 5:00 to 7:00 with your membership card, and get the first pick of the sale, as
well as helping to support the Gardens. If you are not a member, memberships will be on sale that night at
the Welcome Centre, so come by and join up that evening.
Thank you for your ongoing support.

Geoff Ball
Executive Director
FUN(D) DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
While raising money for Milner Gardens & Woodland is lots of work, we try to ensure we don’t lose
track of the fun in fund raising, and our first Antiques Day was just that – lots of fun. There was a good
turnout, raising about $4000 from the appraisals, lunches, gate receipts and the sale of items. Many
interesting items were brought in for appraisal and everyone appeared to enjoy themselves. With the
help of many volunteers, the day went very smoothly.
We are grateful to the appraisers who all donated their time, as well as a number of local antiques’
dealers who participated in various ways. As always, we appreciate you, our members, who came out to
support Milner Gardens & Woodland yet again.
There was also a good turnout for the Ireland in Spring evening with Jim and Margaret Cadwaladr at the
QB Civic Centre. They put on an entertaining show of slides from their trip last year highlighting Glin
Castle and a number of gardens in Ireland. It was most interesting to see shots of the interior of Glin and
the gardens, where Veronica Milner lived for many years.
This has been a challenging year for the Committee and it is the first time in a while we haven’t reached
the target we set. However, with a small flurry of activity near the end of the fiscal year, March 31st, we
raised just over $84,000, which is $6,000 shy of our goal. This year we received cash donations from
just over 100 donors. With more than 2,100 members, we are hoping that in the coming year more of
you will be able to make even a small donation to help us get that number increasing.
The year ahead looks even more challenging. With gloom and doom all around, the Committee will
work hard to ensure there is lots of fun in our fundraising. Please watch for notices of the many special
events in the Gardens this year, and plan on joining us.
Lee Teal
Fund Development Committee
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***** IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT *****
In 1998, a small advisory group was formed to provide advice and support to
the Executive Director of the Gardens. This group helped to look at the
challenges and opportunities of taking the private gardens and converting them
to a public garden. The group evolved, and in 2000 Milner Gardens and
Woodland Society was officially incorporated under the Society Act. In early
2002, it became a registered charity. The Society was “closed”, with members
being appointed according to their positions within the University, or as invited
members of the community. The Society Board provided advice and feedback
to the Executive Director of the Gardens and members of the University’s
Administration, as well as financial support for the Gardens through
fundraising efforts.
Milner Gardens and Woodland Society is now growing again. At a meeting of
the Board of Directors held on March 10, 2009, a resolution was approved to
change the bylaws of the Society to offer membership to anyone 18 years of
age or older who purchases a membership to Milner Gardens & Woodland.
For a complete copy of the Constitution and bylaws of the Society, please go to
http://www.mala.ca/MilnerGardens/membership.asp or if you do not have
access to the internet, call me at 250-752-8573 extension 226. Leave a
message, and I will see that you get a copy by regular mail.
Please refer to Bylaw 3.4 regarding the process for nominating members for the
Board of Directors.
As a member of the Society, you are invited to the Annual General Meeting, to
be held at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 16th, in rooms 262 and 265 at the Parksville
Campus of Vancouver Island University, located in the Parksville Civic and
Technology Centre, 100 E. Jensen Street, Parksville. In addition to the regular
business of the Society, we plan to have two speakers who will talk about the
relationship of the Society and the Gardens to the University, as well as
proposed plans for the future of the Gardens.

Lou Gueho
Chair, Milner Gardens and Woodland Society

Shoots with Roots Mentors
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Top to bottom left to right: Pauline Phillips,
Heather Crosson, Marilou Thornbury,
Heather Forrest, Dorothee Kieser, Jill
Carter, Alysse Hambleton, and Jo Graham

Ursus Den Construction Volunteers:
Phillip Chartrand, John Coady, Mike Dunn, Paul
Foley, Bob McInnes, Harvey Teal, and Qualicum
Beach Rotary Club members. Design work by
Wilfrid Worland.

Funds donated by Ursus
Environmental
Consulting, Coastal
Community Credit Union,
Qualicum Rotary and
Qualicum Beach Chamber
of Commerce.
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Shoots with Roots


Charlene Forrest – program coordinator

Helping community Shoots make and meet Roots



Spring 2009 Newsletter

www.mala.ca/MilnerGardens/education-programs.asp

education.milnergardens@shaw.ca

School Program - the 12 school classes are now working on
visit 4 of their 5 sessions. After their research walk through the
forest they prepare their herbarium sheets and start planting in the
Food Garden. If you ever need a bed tilled, invite an elementary
class over -- they hand till better, and faster, than any machine!!!
School’s Out and Spring Break Camps - lots of camp fun
and a lot of gardening have already been happening this year 
Other Pro-D, and Summer Camp dates are posted on the website.
We are even going to try overnight camps in the new Ursus Den
this summer! A whole new set of SwR tales to be born …
Birthday Parties - 2 more community girls have recently had
SwR birthday parties. It is wonderful to see how excited they are
to celebrate at MGW and to plant a commemorative garden to
mark their special day. So far, we have hosted 8 SwR birthday
parties, 2 for boys and 6 for girls.
Community Events - the launch of the enhanced pot-making
and planting activity went really well at QB Seedy Saturday and
the CVIBGS Garden Show. The standard version will be at the
Errington Farmers’ Market Opening on May 2nd and at QB
Family Day on May 31st. Bring your family out to share a fun
activity :-)

 WISH

small wheelbarrows and wagons (functional)
veggie seeds and seedlings
pressed leaves and flowers
clinometer

LIST 

Don’t Forget that 2009 SwR Summer Camp Dates are posted at:
www.milnergardens.org under ‘Education’ … some fill up very fast !
Bring your family to
local community events
to share the SwR
pot-making/planting
activity

Snippets
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The new season is here – time to pick yourself up,
dust yourself off and start all over again. And
loving every minute of it! The gang’s all back in the
thick of things and ready to start the keeping of
the realm. The horticulture types got in the swing
right away with an idea from Victoria D. to save a
few million snowdrops (you know my propensity
for slight exaggeration – not this time!) from
demolition plows.
A very nice man in Nanaimo, Isaac Khousaba,
allowed us to enter the site and retrieve these
spring favourites to bring them back to Milner to
enhance our own meadows. Fourteen of us fought
off brambles, holly, couch grass and buttercup and
filled the truck almost to overflowing. Carol’s
cookies and coffee got us through the morning
and everyone took home a bag of drops for
themselves for all their hard work. Thank you all
for driving down there, bearing the cool, and
making a great contribution to the garden. There’s
only one drawback – we may have to add an event
to the Milner lineup - a snowdrop festival!??
Because, should they all survive, and I hate to
think where I might end up if they don’t, there will
be beds and meadows and lawns alight with a sea
of white come next March, when we pick
ourselves up, dust ourselves off and start all over
again.
Kim Hammond
Nursery Grower / Grounds Keeper

Gift Shop News
I can’t believe it is already the end
of March! I am looking forward to Milner
Gardens opening for the season in a few
days. As some of you may have heard, the
Magnolia Gift Shop has been blended in
with the Pool House Gift Shop. With
Martha and June’s help, the consolidation
went well. I think it looks great! If you are
looking for a gift or just something for
yourself, have a look in the Gift Shop and
don’t forget your members’ discount. I will
be actively working towards my goal of
only showcasing local artisans, but it is
taking me just a little longer than I had
originally hoped; I am always a little too
optimistic when I first get going on an idea.
The Magnolia will always be open as a gift
shop during the Christmas Season. With a
little luck, maybe we will have only a little
bit of snow, if any, next year.
It sure felt great walking through
the iron gates after being off for a few
months and feeling that “Milner Magic”
again. I can’t wait to see all the friendly,
happy faces that feel the same and who
make this place as incredible as it is. I have
a few ideas in my head for improvements
to the Gift Shop; I am always open to new
ideas. If you know of any friends, family
or acquaintances who are thinking of
volunteering, please encourage them to
check us out. There are so many things to
do, and think about, that it may look like I
am running around in circles; don’t worry,
I’ll be OK.
See you all soon,
Helen Reimer
Visitor Services Coordinator

You may download this cookbook recipe sheet
from
http://www.cookbookprinter.com/downloads.htm

____________________________________________________
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If you need more room, please
check box √ and continue on
another sheet of paper.

________________________________________________________________________________

How many cookbooks can we order for
you? You will want a copy of this
cookbook for your own kitchen and extra
copies for relatives and friends.
Please indicate here how many copies
you want.
_______________

Your name
Address

Phone

Milner Musings - Page 8 of 10
CAMELLIA TEA ROOM
Well, we’ve finally managed to overwork our 50 year old ovens. While being of good quality and
supplying many years of service above and beyond the call of duty, one has finally gone on strike!
We’ve decided we need to do something extra to raise a bit of money towards the purchase of a new
oven, so we’re going to have a very special three course dinner on the evening of Wednesday, June
10th at 6:00 p.m.. Dinner will start out with a nice shrimp and avocado salad, then roasted pork loin
with a fruited sauce, new baby potatoes, vegetables, and Pavlova for dessert. The cost will be $29.95
plus GST and will include your coffee or tea. There will also be an open bar so that you may purchase
a glass of wine to accompany your meal.
One more special event planned for the future will be a Fashion Show in the Tea Room. Since our
May schedule is quite booked up, we may have to plan on having the Fashion Show in the fall.
Our next members’ luncheon will be on Friday, April 24th at 11:45 and we have just a few seats left.
As it is the day after St. George’s Day, we’ll be doing an English lunch of Cornish Pasty, salad with
English Salad Cream, vegetables, Apple Raisin Bread Pudding, plus beverage, all for $14.95 plus
GST. Please note the time change back to 11:45 during our open season. Reservations are
necessary.
The next three luncheon dates will be May 22, June 19 and July 24. We always have quite a few
bookings, so please book ahead in order to be assured of a seat. Please remember that members’
guests must pay the reduced garden admission fee during our open season. Small group luncheons are
also available for anyone wishing to have lunch in the Garden, but must be booked ahead of time.
Our Murder Mystery Teas are proving to be quite a lot of fun and
interesting entertainment for all those who have attended. All that is
required to have a Murder Mystery are eight people who would love to
be a character in the mystery and as many onlookers as you’d like.
Everyone has a chance to solve the endings and a good time is
guaranteed. The cost is $21.95 each, plus GST and includes a nice
luncheon of fancy sandwiches, etc., served on three-tiered platters.
Phone Carol for more information.
Our usual request for small jars for jellies and jams still stands.
We can use all we can get of the small and medium size jars, but
they must be the type that are used for canning and take the snap top lids. We still have some
openings for volunteer help in the Tea Room for kitchen duties. This includes making tea, washing
the china tea cups and small plates, filling jam, etc. on a weekly or bi-weekly schedule. We like to say
that we have the nicest view in Qualicum Beach from a kitchen sink!
Cookbook News! Our very own first cookbook, “Recipes Tried
and True”, has proved to be a great success. We’re planning on
doing another one, with more of our members’ favourite recipes;
therefore, we’d like to ask everyone to put on their thinking caps
and send in a copy of their special recipe as soon as possible, so
that we can get working on it, and get it published this summer.
Page seven of this newsletter is a form for submitting the
recipes, which may be scanned and emailed to me at
carol.milnergardens@shaw.ca , faxed to 250-752- 3826, or
dropped off or mailed to the office or Tea Room. For luncheon
bookings, reservations or further
We would
inquiries, please contact me at
like to thank
250-752-8573 extension 224 or
WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
email me at the above address.
OUR CORPORATE PARTNER,
our corporate
See
you in the Tea Room!
partners
Carol Hansen
Tea Room Coordinator
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MILNER GARDENS AND WOODLAND SOCIETY ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FUND
ANNUAL DONOR CATEGORIES: All donors will receive recognition in the annual published donors list.
Benefits - please check box when choice provided
Primrose Circle

$100+

One garden admission pass

Magnolia Circle

$250+

Two garden admission passes

Douglas-fir Circle

$500+

Four garden admission passes

Rhododendron Circle $1,000+

Four garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to annual donor reception at the Garden

Garden Benefactor

$5,000+

Six garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to annual donor reception at Garden

Milner Partner

$10,000+

Six garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to Milner Partner's dinner
+ Recognition in a MGW program or other agreed upon project.

********************************************************************************************************************************************************
Donor name(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/Town: _______________________________________________ Province/State: ___________________________________

Postal Code/Zip Code: _________________________ ____________ Telephone:_______________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________Date of donation: _________________________________
Please indicate below how you would like your name or names to be listed in the annual donors list
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
My donation is $ ___________ cash cash or

credit card

cheque [payable to Milner Gardens and Woodland Society]

or

Amex |Mcard |Visa : No.___________________________________: Expiry date/month__________/__________

Name on card________________________________________________ Signature: _______________________________________
Official tax receipts will be issued by Milner Gardens and Woodland Society under Canadian Federal Charitable # 88675 3615 RR0001
for all donations $10 or greater.

Please send information about:
Annual membership categories
Planned giving opportunities

The Book of Honours

Donate a stock security

Make a bequest to the MG&W Society

Installment donation by credit card

2179 West Island Highway, Qualicum Beach, B.C. V9K 1G1
Office: (250) 752-8573 Fax: (250) 752-3826 Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca www.milnergardens.org

OFFICE RECORD
ONLY

Date received:__________________; Admission passes sent: __________________
Other information requests sent:

________________________________________
Form - annual donation form 070227

“TO PRESERVE AND ENHANCE MILNER GARDENS AND WOODLAND, TO EDUCATE AND INSPIRE”
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Remember to bring the children and grandchildren for the Children’s Easter
Bunny Hunt, Saturday through Monday, April 11th to 13th, from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m.. At the Welcome & Interpretive Centre, children can pick up maps for
clues to finding the bunnies in the garden, and then return the map to the Pool
House Gift Shop to receive an Easter treat. In addition, keep your eyes open
along the forest trails for interesting rabbit facts.
Milner Gardens 8th Annual Spring Plant Sale
On April 18th and 19th, admission is by donation for the 8th Annual Spring Plant Sale from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.. Revive your garden with a large selection of plants propagated from
Milner’s heritage garden. Master gardeners will help answer your plant questions or choose
the right plant. Outdoor refreshments are available and the Tea Room will be open from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., serving soup, scones and tea. Sorry, named Rhododendrons will not be
available for sale until April 30th, the start of Rhododendron Days. Members-only early plant
sale access is Friday April 17th from 5 to 7 p.m.. Please show your membership card.
Rhododendron Days at Milner Gardens are from April 30th through May 10th, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.. Come and enjoy the named and labeled collection of
Rhododendrons and other spring-flowering plants through a series of weekend
walk-talks or self-guided tours.

THE FRIENDS OF MILNER GARDENS
AND WOODLAND

: If you purchased or renewed your membership last spring, please take a moment to renew your
membership now.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Individual
Household

$25
$40

Member benefits for one
Member benefits for adults and children living at the same address

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS







Free admission to the Gardens during regular garden hours (excluding some special events)
Priority registration for education courses
'Milner Musings' Quarterly Newsletter
Gift Shop & Nursery – 10% discount off regularly-priced merchandise and plants
Discounted Guest Passes @ $7.50
Membership in the Milner Gardens and Woodland Society

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Individual $25

Household $40

Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (1)
Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (2)
Address
Province

City
Postal Code

E-mail

Phone (Home) ___________________________________ Phone (work) ___________________________________________

Visa/Master Card: ________ ________ ________ ________. Credit card expiry date: ____/____
Cheque: Payable to Milner Gardens & Woodland

Cards issued _______ Membership expiry date_________________

