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Milner Musings
Gifts to the Gardens
Leave a Legacy / Planned Giving
“Our mission is to preserve and enhance the Milner
Gardens & Woodland, to educate and inspire”
The Milner Gardens, Leave a Legacy program
provides an opportunity for individuals interested in the
preservation and enhancement of Milner Gardens in
perpetuity.
The Milner Legacy Circle recognizes donors who
have indicated their support of the Milner Gardens &
Woodland Society, by making a bequest in their wills in
favour of the Society. Membership in the Milner Legacy
Circle will be published in the annual Milner Gardens
donors’ report. The members meet at an Annual Tea with
the Executive Director and the Chair of the Society.
Some things you can do today to “Leave a
Legacy”, which will help to ensure that future generations
will continue to have the educational opportunities, the
enjoyment and the inspiration of Milner Gardens and
Woodland:
1. Prepare a will. Without a will you lose control over
your property at death. A will is the only way you can be
certain that your wishes will be followed.
2. Leave a gift in your will for your favourite charity, such
as Milner Gardens & Woodland Society. Such a bequest
can be a specific dollar amount or a percentage of
assets. The process to effect such a bequest is very
simple and can be done by adding a codicil to your will.
We would be happy to provide you with a sample codicil
used in B.C
3. Consider other assets as your gift. These can
include stocks, bonds, mutual funds, term deposits, real
estate, art, insurance, etc. Such gifts may even provide
tax savings. For example, if you donate listed securities
such as stocks, bonds or mutual funds, only 25% of the
capital gains are taxable, compared to 50% for other
capital gains. Your financial advisor will have all pertinent
details to review with you.
4. Consider naming Milner Gardens & Woodland Society
as the beneficiary of an existing or paid up life insurance
policy or as a beneficiary of your RRSP, RRIF or pension
5. Consider a donation through a Charitable Remainder
Trust which allows you to receive all of the interest
generated from the funds (the donation) you place “in
trust”, and enjoy the immediate tax deductions
associated with the donation receipt as well as the
recognition associated with the donation. This type of
trust will pay the income to you as long as you live. Upon
your death, the trust assets will be paid out to your
favourite charity. This method also simplifies your estate
and reduces probate fees. Your financial advisor will
have all the pertinent details.
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Summary of other Fundraising Projects:
A. Corporate Partnership Program
We are in the process of implementing a Corporate
Partnership Program that provides local businesses with
naming opportunities on various garden and woodland
sites summarized in a catalog. In exchange for displaying
a corporate name and logo on these sites, a business will
pay Milner Gardens an annual fee. A number of
businesses have already indicated an interest in this form
of advertising.
B. Welcome and Interpretive Centre Campaign
This Campaign is now coming to a successful closing.
You have probably noticed the impressive progress that
has been made on the Centre in recent weeks. We thank
our members, friends, volunteers and business
supporters, who have been very generous in their
contributions of cash and inkind donations. We now
have sufficient funds and committed inkind donations to
complete the Centre. A grand opening is expected to be
announced soon.
C. Milner Annual Campaign
Our 2005 Campaign was very successful. Thanks to our
many generous donors, the donations of this campaign
covered our 2005 operating deficit and, in addition,
contributed a significant sum to our Endowment Fund,
which has been significantly reduced by necessary
capital expenditures such as water, sewer and other
maintenance and renovations to operate the Gardens as
a public program.
Our 2006 Campaign is expected to be launched in April.
D. Book of Honours Program
A program established by our first Chair of the Milner
Gardens & Woodland Society to enable individuals to
honour someone special in the following example
categories: births or birthdays, weddings or wedding
anniversaries, retirement, In Memoria, or for contributions
to a specific program. The book of honours is displayed
in the sitting room of Milner House. Take a look at this
book the next time you are at the Gardens and consider
making a donation in honour of someone special to you.
The Fundraising Committee volunteers are thanked for
the success of these projects, which will help to ensure
the ongoing operations of this Community gem.
Corrie deKluyver
Chair
Fundraising Committee
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Snippets
Colour me yellow
While I am not one to pick the
colour yellow for much of
anything, I do find it an
essential part of the spring
garden. All those plants you
take for granted –forsythia,
winter jasmine, and cowslips
–bring cheerfulness to the
garden and trumpet in the
days of spring but none more
so than the tried and true
daffodil. With the skies often
cold and grey there is nothing
more uplifting than to see a
beautiful clump of bright
yellow daffodils bursting
through the winter mulch – be
it snow or leaves. Today’s
daffodils are no longer simply
golden yellow can be found in
all varying shades of yellow,
white, orange, and pink.
While you may be familiar
with the plant featured on this
page, I hope you learn a few
new things about these
faithful garden fellows and
make a little more room for all
the wonderful varieties that
are available to us today.

Did you know?
Not only do daffodils afford a
wide variety of size and bloom
times they are also great bulbs if
you have problems with deer or
rodents. The plants contain a
toxic sap that keeps these pests
from eating the flowers and
leaves, most of the time.
While daffodils make great cut
flowers be sure to display them
in a separate vase in order to
keep the toxic sap from
shortening the bloom time of the
other flowers.

Care for your bulbs:
Daffodils are great at
naturalizing. To make the
most of your daffodils grow
them in welldrained fertile
soil in full sun. Deadhead
plants as flowers fade but
allow the leaves to die back
on their own in order to allow
the bulb to build up its
reserves again. Apply a low
nitrogen, highpotash fertilizer
after flowering if bulbs have
not flowered well. Divide
clumps after flowering if they
become crowded.

Daffodils

Nativity: Spain, Portugal, France and other
areas of the southwest Mediterranean, and
N. Africa. It is said that daffodils were
brought to the United Kingdom by the
Romans.
Family: Daffodils are part of the amaryllis
family – Amaryllidaceae Also in this family
are amaryllis, snowdrops, spider lilies,
nerines, clivias, and Aztec lilies. They are
close cousins of alliums and daylilies
having once been grouped all together
under the very large Liliaceae family.
Name: Narcissus refers to the genus of the
plant – in Latin all daffodils, narcissus, and
jonquil have the genus Narcissus. As a
common name, narcissus is used to
describe paperwhites (Narcissus tazetta) a
group of daffodils that are sweetly fragrant
and can be forced to bloom indoors during
the winter months.
Daffodil is the common name that most
people use when referring to these plants.
However, it is sometimes used loosely to
refer to a group of daffodils such as the
‘King Alfred’ types which have single large
flower heads.
Jonquil is French and Spanish for daffodil
but also refers to a particular species of
daffodils called Narcissus jonquilla and
more loosely to a group of small multi
headed daffodils.
Whatever name you call them there are
more than enough to choose from with over
50 different species and over 25,000
varieties.

Special thanks….
This is my chance to thank all of you who have
given so generously of your time and
knowledge. Thank you for the countless hours
you have spent helping out in the Nursery and
Plant Sales, at garden shows and special
events. Thank you for the laughter you have
shared with me, the confidence you have given
me, and the support you have offered over the
years. Thank you for the sweaters and spirits
you have at times mended, the special gifts you
have brought to me or had made for my benefit.
Thank you for all the plants and other snippets
you have shared with me. I appreciate it all
and you have all helped to make this job so
rewarding. Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

From Narcissist to Narcissus
While there are many versions of the Greek
myth of how the daffodil came to be, the tale
goes something like this…
Narcissus a young man was granted great
beauty by the Gods. As in all great Greek
myths, there was a catch. His beauty would
remain his and his life would be immortal so
long as he never looked at his reflection.
Echo, a wood nymph, was not able to speak
properly and could only repeat what others
said to her. One day she spotted Narcissus
in the woods and fell in love with him. He
was separated from his friends and called out
to them “Is anyone here?” She returned
“Here. Here” and went to him with her arms
open. He refused her and she retreated to a
hidden cave and cried until all that was left of
her was her voice.
The goddess Nemesis heard of poor Echo’s
demise and plotted her revenge on
Narcissus. She lured him to a shimmering
lake where he was unable to resist looking at
himself. He remained at the lake frozen in
his own love until he faded away and in his
place sprang up the beautiful golden flower
that bears his name today.

Using yellow in the garden
Yellow is a bright and cheerful colour and
plants with yellow foliage or flower will tend to
stand out in the garden. Depending on how
yellow is used in the garden it can give a
feeling of warmth and security, or incite
feelings of passion and excitement.
3 winning ways to use yellow in your garden:
A monochromatic planting combines all of
the various shades, tints, and tones of yellow.
A complimentary planting combines yellow
and purple. Planting warm colours (yellow) at
the front and cool colours (purple) at the back
of a garden bed increases the perceived size.
An analogous planting uses yellow, orange
yellow, and green yellow plants.
Spring Plant Sale
April 22nd & 23rd

Happy Gardening
 Candice, Nursery Grower
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Friend of the Garden and Volunteer

Shoots with Roots
Ò

Helping community Shoots make and meet Roots

Spring 2006 Newsletter
752‐7514

Ï

Program Exposure

School Program Update
The 20056 multivisit onsite program
has been incredibly successful so far!
224 students (12 classes (K–gr. 4)) from 4 district
schools have had 2 fall visits and will be returning
shortly to begin their 3 spring visits.
In the first fall visit students were introduced to the SwR
program, the MGW property and outdoor safety through the
HugaTree program. Utmost gratitude goes out to our
guest for all 12 classes, Vicki from Arrowsmith Search &
Rescue. Her volunteer commitment helps keep our
community children and families safe—thank you Vicki!
In the second fall visit students explored the flora and
fauna of the woodland. They became experts in identifying
Douglasfir and Cedar trees, learned about native and non
native plants and animals, and monitored the sandtrap track
beds and remote cameras in search of the elusive MGW
Sasquatch. They investigated the Bones & Bits collection in
the tent classroom, made brooms out of Scotch Broom,
drinking cups out of Salal leaves and used charcoal from
burnt Cedar trees in the Woodland to make Cedar imprint
cards to take home to their families.
There was much discussion on the importance of plants
and why they are worth caring about, which was summed
up with a very loud THANK YOU to plants for making
TimbitsÒ possible, as they snacked on their treats and
boarded the bus back to school!

education.milnergardens@shaw.ca

In the past 12 months the SwR
program has been given fantastic
exposure locally, nationally and
internationally!

Locally
 schools have posted gratitude in their school newsletters
 regular updates given to School Board by District Principal of
Curriculum, Jim Powell
 Oceanside Star printed 2 articles and 1 cover page photo
 article in Island Parent Magazine
 invited to speak at Rotary Club–Qualicum Beach (am)

Nationally
 used as the ‘education’ example on 2 displays traveling the
nation for 2 years  by Botanical Gardens Conservation
International (BGCI) – Canadian Branch
 invitation to speak at upcoming BGCI conference, April
 invitation to host workshop at upcoming Jane Goodall Institute
Roots & Shoots festival, May

Internationally
 article in BGCI newsletter – International Branch
(428 botanical gardens in 81 countries)
 used as the cover photo on new international BGCI Plant
Diversity Education pamphlet
 invited to do workshop on new children’s stage at Northwest
Flower & Garden ShowSeattle, February

Donations (late 2005 – early 2006)
alphabetical order

Al Watkins
Funds for food garden sprinkler system

Thank you, thank you to the program mentors who helped
out in the fall… enduring through weather and teacher
strike conditions!

Earthbank Resource Systems
Compost for food garden (2nd yr)

Seedy Saturday-

Qualicum Beach

Seeds and funds for seed purchase

Shining Sun Gardenworks

Program Participation 20032005
375

çclassroom visits

217

ç field trips/camps

92

183

2003

Custom made metal SwR sign in gazebo

Ursus Environmental Consulting

ç multivisit onsite program

334

410

2004

2005

Funds for canvas wall tent classroom

Tues – Wed – Thurs
March  December

1611 total!

This fall 3 middle and 3 high school classes will also
be invited to participate in the multivisit onsite program

School Program
Spring Break Camps*
Summer Camps*
*Register early, limited space

Returning & New Mentors are always needed (esp. for gardening portions)
and volunteer program photographers would also be a great help!

Milner Musings
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Special Events 2006

Spring Plant Sale and Festival April 22nd & 23rd
10:00am – 4:00pm
Add a piece of this Heritage Garden to your own garden. A large
selection of propagated material will be offered for sale. The festival
also features various gardening demonstrations and advice. Admission
by donation.

“To preserve and enhance
Milner Gardens & Woodland
to educate and inspire”

2006 SEASON
Afternoon Tea

Relax with a cup of tea and a fresh baked scone in the
drawing room or on the verandah of the 1930’s cottage-style
Milner house.
Hours: 1:00pm to 4:00pm during regular open hours
§
§

Rhododendron Days May 4th to 14th
10:00am to 5:00pm (last entry at 4:00pm)

Come and enjoy the named and labeled collection of Rhododendrons
and other spring flowering plants through a series of weekend walk-talks
or self-guided tours.

Private meeting rooms available for group functions and special occasions.
Group luncheon menu available upon request.

Art & Photography in the Garden July 22nd & 23rd
10:00am to 5:00pm (last entry at 4:00pm)

A Perfect Setting for Weddings

Meet, mingle and be inspired by local artists at work. Artists will be
painting, sketching, carving and photographing the beauty of this Artist’s
Garden. Bonsai artists and potters, live music, and Bistro.

Milner Gardens & Woodland offers a stunning and romantic
location to celebrate a wedding.
The Garden presents many enchanting settings including an
ocean view backdrop, lush gardens, old-growth forest and a
charming heritage house that once entertained royalty.

Jazz in the Garden August 20th
Noon to 5:00pm
Enjoy a day of jazz, a glass of wine, and great food. A perfect day to spend with
friends.

Garden Courses

Fall Plant Sale and Festival September 30th & October 1st

This season, we are offering a series of tours and workshops
designed to increase awareness and appreciation of the
history of our forest and Garden. The Milner Gardens
Workshop Series is offered through Malaspina University &
College Centre for Continuing Studies. For more
information please visit:

10:00am to 4:00pm

Great discounts on heritage trees, shrubs and perennials propagated on
site. Admission by donation.
Milner Christmas Magic
Dec. 1st to 3rd, 8th to 10th , 14th to 19th
5:30pm to 8:30pm

A family oriented festival of lights and music in the Garden. Admission
by donation.

www.mala.ca/ccs
or www.milnergardens.org

Membership Renewal:
Don’t miss renewing your Milner Gardens & Woodland
Membership for the 2006 Season
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Individual
Household

$25
$40

Member benefits for one
Member benefits for two adults and children living at the same address

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
w
w
w
w
w
w

Free admission to the Gardens during regular garden hours (excluding some special events)
Priority registration for education courses
'Milner Musings' Quarterly Newsletter
Gift Shop & Nursery – 10% discount off regularly priced merchandise and plants
Discounted Guest Passes @ $7.50
Early entry to Plant Sale Events

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Individual

$25

Household $40

Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (1)
Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (2)
Address
Province

City
Postal Code

Email

Phone (Home) ___________________________________ Phone (work) ___________________________________________

Visa/Master Card: ________ ________ ________ ________.
Cheque: Payable to Milner Gardens & Woodland

expiry date: ____/____

