Milner Musings
November 2007
Volume 6,
Issue 3
Our Mission is to
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educate and
inspire. All gifts
to Milner
Gardens help us
to achieve this
mission.
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Executive Director’s Message
Greetings members and volunteers; thank you again for your support over this
last year. It has been a busy one despite the poor weather throughout much of
the season, with almost 15,000 visitors enjoying the Gardens so far this year.
The weather did keep some folks from attending the special events this season;
nonetheless, the events themselves were great. Although it rained much of the
weekend during Art & Photography, those who ignored the rains had an excellent
selection of artists to enjoy. For Jazz in the Garden on August 19th, where Phil
Dwyer put together a fantastic lineup of musicians, we were very fortunate to
have the sun come out half an hour before show time and last almost the entire
afternoon. Everyone went away thrilled to be able to take in such a great concert
in an amazing setting. Not so fortunate was our fall plant sale which was hit with
a decent fall storm. The positive side of this is that the nursery which had been
low at the beginning of the year is now restocked, thanks to our great team of
plant propagators, and is ready for a great season next year.
As the regular season winds down, we are able to focus our attention on two
major problems  erosion along our foreshore and the deteriorating roof on the
main house. Over the summer we struck a partnership with the Green Shores
Project for our shoreline to be a case example for them. They are currently
coming up with concept designs to deal with the erosion issue in the most
sustainable, longterm manner. In the meantime we have had rock, which will be
used in the final design, stockpiled in front of the most endangered portion of the
bank, to act as a buffer against this season’s storms. We are also in the planning
process for replacing the old roof on the main house.
In addition to these major projects, a number of our volunteers have kindly
offered to work on a series of other upgrades to the site and buildings while we
are closed to the public over the winter. We are very grateful for their efforts and
look forward to the upgrades.

General Information: 2507526153
Web site: www.milnergardens.org

Administration: 2507528573
Fax: 2507523826

Milner Gardens & Woodland
2179 West Island Highway
Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 1G1
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We have started to hang the lights for Milner Christmas Magic. Do come by to enjoy the lights; listen to some
live Christmas music over a cup of hot chocolate. Milner Christmas Magic runs Nov 30Dec 2, Dec 79 & 1416.
I would like to thank all of our volunteers who helped throughout the season; we could not do it without you!
Take care and see you in the garden!
Geoff Ball
Executive Director

Please Help Our Gardens Grow
With the end of the year approaching this is the perfect time to make a donation to Milner Gardens &
Woodland. Your gift is critical in helping ensure the ongoing operation of this important property. At the same
time you get the benefit of a tax receipt.
Donations can be made on the orange form mailed to you recently or found online at
www.milnergardens.org
Please don’t put off making your donation  and if you already have, thank you very much. Each gift is
appreciated.
Lee Teal
Chair, Fund Raising Committee
Email hlteal@shaw.ca

Milner Christmas Magic
is Brought to you this
year by:

The first 35 groups arriving each night receive a free
flashlight courtesy of Coastal Community Credit Union.
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Shoots with Roots
Ò

Helping community Shoots make and meet Roots Ï

Fall 2007 Newsletter
Charlene Forrest – Program Coordinator

education.milnergardens@shaw.ca

Summer Program 42 children took part in SwR camps this summer. Lots of fun, laughter
and sprinkler time were had by all J Families were already asking to register for the 2008
summer. Thank you to Ieaun for being the first SwR Junior Leader and helping out with all the
camps this year!
Summer field trips were also booked by the Courtenay Recreation Summer Program, Kinnikinnik
Child Care of CFB Comox and ‘Camp Incredible’ of Oceanside.
In July, a boy shared his 6th birthday with friends and family at SwR, making it the 3rd birthday
party the program has hosted.

Eagle Camera the Eagle Nest camera system was installed on September 6th; it was very
exciting to see the first images inside the nest. We are now awaiting the return of the adults to
begin fixing up their nest, and for the recording equipment to save the footage. The Welcome &
Interpretive Centre will house the screen for visitors to view recorded and live images. Thank you
to Bob Chappell for making the system and to TreeWorks for installing it. Ron Speller and Kerri
Lynne Wilson of the Wildlife Inventory Tree Stewardship (WiTS) initiated the project, arranged
Ministry of Environment permits, and funding through the Public Conservation Assistance Fund
(PCAF). Thank you to everyone who helps with this new project at MGW!

Montreal in September I returned to Montreal Botanical Garden for the followup meeting to
the one attended in March. 7 participants from gardens, museums and zoos across Canada
gathered to work on creating the Canadian Outreach Guide to Plant Biodiversity Education. The
guide is at www.plantbiodiversity.ca, and will be completed by the end of 2007. Thank you to the
project for supplying the funds for participants’ travel and accommodation, and to Botanical
Gardens Conservation International (BGCI) for offering MGW an Honorarium for my
participation.

School Program the 20078 multivisit school program has just about finished the 1st of the
5 visits. This year there are 273 students from 12 classes across Oceanside and Nanaimo, and
once again they range from Kindergarten to Grade 7. For the fourth year now, Vicki and Derek
(with Gem & Spencer) of Arrowsmith Search & Rescue are dedicating countless hours of their
time to partnering with SwR to teach every class the HugaTree and Survive program. These
sessions make a profound impact upon the families of our community!
The 2nd visits run in November and December, when the students begin their ‘research’ duties;
the 3rd to 5th visits occur between January and June 2008.
In addition to the multivisit school program, many other groups have scheduled onetime

Program Exposure Derek Johnstone of Shaw TV recently highlighted Arrowsmith Search & Rescue’s
program at SwR; it aired for about 6 days. The ParksvilleQualicum Beach “The News” ran an article by Alli Vail
on the installation of the Eagle Camera system at MGW. Shannon Proudfoot, National reporter for CanWest
Media, is piecing together an article on the intergenerational component of the SwR program.

APPRECIATION
* Thank You for recent donations from the PQ Retired Teachers Association, Cannor Nursery and Anonymous Donors *
Many many thanks to the SwR mentors and ‘garden keepers’ who are such a great help to the program!

Snippets
I love this time of year. While things do tend to
slow down a little bit there is still a lot to get done
out in the gardens. We are very busy in the
Nursery right now, putting plants to bed and
dividing perennials that have grown too big for
the pots they are in.
If you have perennials as container plants there
are a few things to keep in mind as you clean
them up for the winter. While many plants will
survive just fine in containers you do need to be
mindful of what zone that plant is. Plants that are
in pots should be considered to be a zone higher.
For example, a plant that is normally considered
to be a zone 7 in the ground should be considered
a zone 8 in a pot. This may mean that you will
have to provide a little more protection over the
winter months. Often by just bringing plants
closer to the house and bunching them together
(making them pot-tight) it will be enough to
protect them through the cold snaps. Remember
to check for water.
Another way to help protect your plants is to not
cut the foliage back until the spring. This gives
them a little extra protection – and if our winter is
anything like it was last year our plants will
appreciate that extra bit of protection.
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This fall I was given an incredible opportunity to travel to
Boston and take part in the Plant Collections Symposium put
on by the American Public Gardens Association. It was an
incredible two day seminar that talked about the importance
of living collections with an emphasis on plant records.
I would like to thank the members who so generously set up
a staff education fund and made this trip possible. Without
their generosity and understanding of the importance of
attending such seminars my trip to Boston would not have
been possible. Thank you.

Happy Gardening  Candice, Nursery Grower

Cercidiphyllum japonicum – Katsura Tree
While in Boston I had the chance to visit the
Arnold Arboretum, a wonderful site of vast
horticultural historic value. What made the visit
all the better for me was seeing a Katsura Tree
in seed. Milner Gardens has three trees on site
and I have worked hard at trying to propagate
them. All the literature I have read says that
they are easy to propagate from seed; however, I
have never seen any of our trees in flower let
alone seed and was beginning to doubt what the
books were saying. That is until I started talking
with the nursery trades people. It seems that
the Katsura tree is dioecious (I had suspected as
much), meaning it requires both a male and a
female plant in order to produce seed. The
female trees can be very messy with all the seed
they produce so the industry often only sells
male trees. And with that my mystery was
solved. Next step….a female tree. With any
luck we’ll have Katsura seedlings for sale in two
years!

CHRISTMAS
WREATHS & SWAGS
Be sure to purchase your Milner Gardens wreath or swag made
from fresh local greens. Wreaths are 18” wide and doorswags
are 2.5’ long. Both make great Christmas gifts for friends and
family and help support the operations of the Gardens.

Wreaths $30.00 plus taxes
Swags  $20.00 plus taxes
Available for puchase during the Milner Christmas Magic event
at the Pool House Gift Shop. Nov. 30th – Dec. 2nd, Dec. 7th –
9th, and Dec. 14th – 16th from 5:30-8:30 p.m. or at any of the
Members’ Luncheons.
PLEASE NOTE: Members receive 10% discount at time of
purchase – please show your membership card in order to
receive the discount. There is no need to preorder your wreaths
or swags and orders will not be reserved – due to the high
demand, wreaths and swags will be sold on a first come, first
served basis.
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VOLUNTEER NEWS
Did you ever wonder who put
together the lovely flower
arrangements seen in Milner
House, as well as those dainty
little arrangements in tea cups
in the Camellia Tea Room?
Well, here they are, from left to
right:
Birgitta Mick, Alice Westaway
and Leila Redford.

With 19 weddings this year
and 17 already booked for
next summer, the Wedding
Committee is a very busy
and hard working group of
volunteers.
From left to right:
Geoff Ball, Joan Doyle,
Pat Crowley, Barb Ashton,
Bob Ashton, Dorothy Watson
and Fran Jones.

VOLUNTEERS’ PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS
CONGRATULATIONS to this year’s winners of the Volunteers’ Photo Contest!
FOREST LANDSCAPE: Arlene Johnston; GARDEN/OCEAN LANDSCAPE: Marion Bridgman;
CLOSEUP FLORA/FAUNA: Murray Sinclair; SPECIAL EVENTS: Chris Chichak;
PEOPLE: Arlene Johnston. The judges, Nancy Whelan and Maggie MacLaren also designated
Arlene Johnston’s “People” photo BEST OF SHOW.
Please direct inquiries for 2007/08 Photo contest to Lou Gueho, Anne Ball, Pat McLeod or Carolyn Gailey.
Categories: Special Events, Volunteer Activities, Shoots with Roots, Close Ups (any subject) and Milner
Gardens & Woodland (anything related). Closing date to be announced. Contest for volunteers only.
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Plans are now underway for Murder Mystery High
Teas. If you or your group are interested, please call
Carol at 7528573 extension 224.
CAMELLIA TEA ROOM
For our next luncheon on Friday, November 16th, we’re taking a trip to Italy.
The menu will be Lasagna, with Focaccia Rustica bread, Caesar Salad, Tiramisu for
dessert and beverage. All this for $14.25 plus GST. Guest admission by donation.
During the off season months when the Garden is not officially open, the luncheons
will start at 12:30 as we don’t have to prepare the Tea Room for afternoon service.

Please phone or email Carol for reservations, 752‐8573 extension 224 or
carol.milnergardens@shaw.ca
We’ve been selling a lot of our own jellies and jams this year, especially since we
have quite a variety of new ones. We’re in need of small scraps of pretty gingham
or Christmas material that we can use for toppers for the jam jars. On that subject,
we now have coffee jelly, green ginger tea jelly, wild sweet orange tea jelly, red
pepper jam and lemon‐lime jelly, plus a few others. We could use a few
blackberries to make some more Bumble berry jam as well. If anyone has a pair of
pinking shears no longer needed, we could use these.
Over the winter, the Tea Room will be available for large group luncheons.
If yourclub or group is interested, please give us a call for more information,
752‐8573 extension 221.

Always very popular, a special treat
for our members, volunteers and their
guests, is the opportunity to have a
special Christmas luncheon in the
Milner House. Don’t plan on having a
large supper!

Reservations are necessary, so
book early to ensure a place.
To reserve your seats, phone
752‐8573 extension 224 or email
carol.milnergardens@shaw.ca

Non‐members admission by
donation
If you must cancel, please do so as
early as possible to so that someone
else may take your place.

Christmas Luncheon
For members, volunteers and
their guests

Saturdays
December 1st & 8th
at 12:30 p.m.
A three course luncheon with
Cream of Asparagus Soup
Chicken Mushroom Pie
Roasted Root Vegetables
Green Pea Salad
Special Dessert Shortbread and
Mince Tarts
Tea/Coffee

Entertainment
All for $17.50 plus GST
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MILNER GARDENS AND WOODLAND SOCIETY ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FUND
ANNUAL DONOR CATEGORIES: All donors will receive recognition in the annual published donors list.
Benefits  please check box when choice provided
Primrose Circle

$100+

One garden admission pass

Magnolia Circle

$250+

Two garden admission passes

Douglasfir Circle

$500+

Four garden admission passes

Rhododendron Circle $1,000+

Four garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to annual donor reception at the Garden

Garden Benefactor

$5,000+

Six garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to annual donor reception at Garden

Milner Partner

$10,000+

Six garden admission passes
+ Invitation for two to Milner Partner's dinner
+ Recognition in a MGW program or other agreed upon project.

********************************************************************************************************************************************************
Donor name(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/Town: _______________________________________________ Province/State: ___________________________________

Postal Code/Zip Code: _________________________ ____________ Telephone:_______________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________Date of donation: _________________________________
Please indicate below how you would like your name or names to be listed in the annual donors list
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
My donation is $ ___________ cash cash or

credit card

cheque [payable to Milner Gardens and Woodland Society]

or

Amex |Mcard |Visa : No.___________________________________: Expiry date/month__________/__________

Name on card________________________________________________ Signature: _______________________________________

Official tax receipts will be issued by Milner Gardens and Woodland Society under Canadian Federal Charitable # 88675 3615 RR0001
for all donations $10 or greater.

Please send information about:
Annual membership categories
Planned giving opportunities

The Book of Honours

Donate a stock security

Make a bequest to the MG&W Society

Installment donation by credit card

2179 West Island Highway, Qualicum Beach, B.C. V9K 1G1
Office: (250) 7528573 Fax: (250) 7523826 Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca www.milnergardens.org

OFFICE RECORD
ONLY

Date received:__________________; Admission passes sent: __________________
Other information requests sent:

________________________________________
Form  annual donation form 070227

“TO PRESERVE AND ENHANCE MILNER GARDENS AND W OODLAND, T O EDUCATE AND INSPIRE ”

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
THE MILNER GARDENS
CORPORATE PARTNERS
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M
Miillnneerr GGaarrddeenn W
Woorrkksshhoopp SSeerriieess
FFaallll 22000077 W
Wiinntteerr 22000088
Register online at www.mala.ca/ccs or call toll free 18667346252.
Members are entitled to a discounted workshop fee
Christmas Wreaths & Swags Nov 24 with Jeannine Oakes, 1 – 4 p.m. Essentials of Pruning Mar 1 with Scott
Wiskerke, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Custom Garden Ornaments with Hypertufa Mar 8 and Mar 9 with Gordon Grenon, 1:30 –
3:30 p.m. “CloseUp” Photography Mar 15 with Richard Sillery, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Herbs for the Home Mar 15 with
Sheila Williams, 9 a.m. – noon Small Space Edible Gardens Mar 27 with Rose Lynn Fleury, 9 a.m. – noon Rose Care
Mar 29 with Jean Hay, 10:30 a.m. – noon A Garden Makeover Apr 5 with Deborah Steel Hobley, 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. The
Art of Hanging Baskets Apr 19 with Rose Fleury, 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.

Membership Renewal: If you purchased or renewed your Milner Gardens & Woodland
membership last fall, please take a moment to renew your membership now.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Individual
Household

$25
$40

Member benefits for one
Member benefits for adults and children living at the same address

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
w
w
w
w
w

Free admission to the Gardens during regular garden hours (excluding some special events)
Priority registration for education courses
'Milner Musings' Quarterly Newsletter
Gift Shop & Nursery – 10% discount off regularly priced merchandise and plants
Discounted Guest Passes @ $7.50

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Individual

$25

Household $40

Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (1)
Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (2)
Address
Province

City
Postal Code

Email

Phone (Home) ___________________________________ Phone (work) ___________________________________________

Visa/Master Card: ________ ________ ________ ________.
Cheque: Payable to Milner Gardens & Woodland

expiry date: ____/____

Cards issued _______ Membership expiry date_________________

