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Greetings from Milner Gardens!
It has been a good year on site with a busy summer season filled with events,
visits and lots of tea. As well we have made great progress on several projects
over the year and have hosted thousands of visitations through our Shoots with
Roots program and the VIU Horticulture Technician Program. As always, things
aren’t slowing down, even as we prepare to host the ever popular Milner
Christmas Magic, we are planning for improvements and programming for the
next year and beyond.
The most immediate project is dealing with a number of large Abies grandis
(Grand fir or Balsam) which must be taken out of the Rhododendron grove as
these specimens are succumbing to root rot. In the long run this will be a good
thing for the Rhododendron grove, bringing in more light to help improve bloom,
decreasing competition for water and opening up new opportunities for planting.
The area has started to suffer from the closing canopy over the last several years
and is going to benefit greatly from the new avenues of light that will shine down.
I am excited to see the effects of this next spring.
We have looked at many ways to tackle this challenge as safely and efficiently as
possible without disturbing the rest of the garden. In the coming weeks we will be
having arbourists start to take these down carefully and will be aiming to have all
work completed before we begin to open up on Sundays again in February.
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(“Director’s Message” Continued from page one)

This is not a cheap or small task we will be undertaking,
we welcome any and all support to help us protect and
maintain the garden.
As the end of the year nears, I would like to thank you
all for your ongoing support and involvement with Milner
Gardens & Woodland. I know you all get great pleasure
from your visits here and I hope you will continue to
support us as we move forward. Thank you.

Geoff Ball, Executive Director

Bring the family to enjoy the lights
and music during Milner Christmas
Magic, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
on November 30th through
December 2nd, December 7th to 9th,
and 14th to 19th. Entry donations
support Milner Gardens. We
suggest you bring a flashlight.

Shoulder Season: March 28th to April 21st, and
September 5th to October 14th, Thursday through
Sunday and holiday Mondays, and
Regular Season: April 25th to September 2nd
open 7 days a week,
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
with last entry at 4:30 p.m.
On garden open days, enjoy Camellia Tea Room
service from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Visit Santa and Mrs. Claus in the
Ursus Den, or the Teddy Bear Cottage
to bid on Silent Auction items and to
enter your guess of how many teddy
bears are there. A prize is awarded for
the correct guess. Be entertained by
storytellers and musicians in the
beautifully decorated Milner House.
The Tea Room is open for tea and
dessert, and the Refreshment Stand
offers hot beverages and smokies.
Check out the two gift shops to
complete your holiday purchases or to
buy Milner Gardens jellies and jams.

On Sundays October 20th and 27th, gates and
Tea Room open 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
gardens closed at 3:00 p.m.

If you would like to volunteer for this
event or for the coming season, please
call 250-752-8573 extension 226.

2013 Season at a Gl ance
Sundays in February and March, gates and Tea Room
open 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
gardens closed at 3:00 p.m.

Milner Gardens’
Staff Wish List
- Fruit for jams and jellies, blackberries, rhubarb, Oregon grapes, etc.
- 125 & 250 ml (1/2 & 1 cup) canning/jelly jars that can use the snap top lids
- Used binoculars for Shoots with Roots
- Guillotine paper trimmer with safety features, metric/imperial alignment grid, 12” cutting length
- Heat seal document laminator which accommodates up to 11” X 17” items
- Gas powered wood splitter
- Branch chipper
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Have you ever wondered what the children learn while they are here with Shoots with Roots?
Test yourself to see how much you know, and follow the links below to find the answers…
Visit 1 of 5: Introduction, Rules & Safety

? 20 Questions ?
Shoots with Roots (SwR) Multi-Visit School Program
Level 1 Groups
1. How many times does each class come to the SwR program?
2. Who owns Milner Gardens & Woodland (MGW)?
That means you are also what other kind of student/researcher
when you are with SwR?
3. Where is the classroom at MGW?
4. By the end of all your visits what will you be for MGW?
5. What is your #1 most important safety tool ever (that you cannot leave at home)?
6. #2 and #3 safety tools when going out?
7. What 2 things should you leave behind before you go on a trip?
8. What should you do when you make a turn on a trail?
9. If you think you are lost what is the first thing you should do?
10. How do you keep warm, dry and safe?
11. How long do you stay in one spot?
12. Why is there a big fence with gates around 10 acres of MGW?
13. What shape is the rock bench at the pond? Why is that important to MGW?
14. What special couple had a BBQ on the pool deck many years ago?
Why are they important to Canada?
15. Who borrows the SwR Ursus Den in December?
16. Will we see the kiwi fruit growing on the Food Garden arbour during all 5 of your SwR sessions?
17. What type of plant in the Artists Garden is MGW most famous for?
18. How is a Labyrinth different than a Maze?
School’s Out Day Camps!
19. Who uses the Gardener’s Cottage now?
How many help keep MGW running?
Milner woodland, garden and shoreline activities
20. What do you need to remember for Visit #2?
that keep Shoots smiling (& learning) with friends on

Answers
(& Level 2 Groups ? 20 Questions ?) posted on

facebook/shoots-with-roots,
and can also be accessed off the MGW
Education webpage:

School’s Out days.
Pre-register: education.milnergardens@shaw.ca
See website for details or check us out on Facebook
http://www.viu.ca/milnergardens/education-programs.asp

milnergardens.org

Supported by
Qualicum Beach Pharmasave

Facebook/Shoots-with-Roots
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Recipe from the Tea Room

Upcoming in the Tea Room:
Members’ Luncheons

Pineapple Curry Chicken
Prep: 25 minutes Cook: 6 hours Yield: 6 servings
2 cans (8 oz each) unsweetened pineapple chunks, undrained
6 bone-in chicken breast halves, skin removed (12 oz. each)
1 can (15 oz.) garbanzo beans or chickpeas, rinsed and
drained
1 large onion, cut into 1 inch pieces
1 cup julienned carrots
1 medium sweet red pepper, cut into strips
½ cup light coconut milk
2 Tbsp. cornstarch
2 Tbsp sugar
3 tsp. curry powder
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 tsp. minced fresh gingerroot
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. pepper
1 tsp. lime juice
½ tsp. crushed red pepper flakes
Hot cooked rice
1/3 cup minced fresh basil
Toasted flaked coconut, optional

12:30 p.m. on ~
Thursday December 6th,
Saturday December 15th, and
Fridays January 25th and
February 15th
for reservations 250-752-8573
extension 224 or email
carol.milnergardens@shaw.ca

Carol “White Rabbit” Hansen arrives
late for the Mad Hatter Tea.

Drain pineapple, reserving ¾ cup juice. Place the chicken, beans, vegetables and pineapple in a 6 quart
slow cooker. In a small bowl, combine coconut milk and cornstarch until smooth. Stir in the sugar, curry
powder, garlic, ginger, salt, pepper, lime juice, pepper flakes and reserved juice; pour over chicken.
Cover and cook on low for 6 – 8 hours or until chicken is tender. Serve with rice; sprinkle with basil and,
if desired, coconut. The toasted coconut really enhances the recipe!

Carol Hansen, Tea Room Coordinator

Current email
addresses
Please help Milner Gardens &
Woodland save postal costs
by receiving your newsletter
by email. Not only will you
receive it faster and in colour
but you’ll also receive Milner
updates throughout the year!

We premiered a fun filled Mad Hatter Tea luncheon on
th
October 6 (Mad Hatter Day). Shown above are Sandra
“Dormouse” Wikeem, Megan “Alice in Wonderland”
Rogers, Christopher “Mad Hatter” White, and Kaitlyn
“Queen of Hearts” Matthews. By popular demand, this
full afternoon tea will return next year. Plan your Mad
Hat, character or period dress costumes now, so you will
not arrive late! Details will be announced.
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Fall Garden Thoughts
Fall is planting time. And not just for bulbs. By far fall plantings of trees, shrubs, roses and
perennials are more likely to survive and thrive than any other season. Root systems are not
working overtime to supply food and water, so plants can take their time to seek out the
perfect spot to settle in. Leaves are senescing or gone altogether, their job of providing food
is done. And if planted before most existing trees have dropped their leaves you have
readymade mulch for the worst of winter to protect them. Fall in fact, in the horticulture world,
is almost as busy as spring, some (me) would argue more so. Besides planting and division
of overgrown perennials, there is an often overlooked bounty in storing leaves for mulch and
leaf mold (almost better than compost). Run them over with the lawn mower or weed whack
them and they break down even faster. Beech, maple, chestnut, and linden are great
choices. Dispose or burn leftover leaves of Rhodos, fruit trees and roses (there are some
schools who think adding the above will “inoculate” your soil and help battle disease but I’ll
leave that one up to you).
Don’t forget to save seeds of your favourites for trading and sharing, deadheading others
such as hostas and astilbes. Use up any leftover high phosphorous lawn food on your lawn.
By spring it will be well broken down and already working on encouraging good roots. And
fall would not be without planting lots of garlic!
Lift and cover dahlias, glads (some do some don’t) and geraniums to store in the garage or
shed away from freezing. And, often forgotten, cut back by half and store your hanging
fuchsia baskets with the geraniums and dahlias - they will come back if put in a warm spot in
spring and wait – be patient – just when you give up you will see a teeny green leaf poking
out from the soil at the base of the stem, unless of course it’s a weed.
Kim Hammond
Nursery Grower / Grounds Keeper
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How many lichens does Milner have?
Staff at Milner
Gardens
Geoff Ball
Executive
Director
Charlene Forrest
Shoots with Roots
Kim Hammond
Nursery Grower /
Groundskeeper

Last fall, we were fortunate to have Larry Williams
join our volunteer team. Larry came to us with a
focused project in mind, to inventory all of the
lichen species on site.
Over the last 12 months, he has been tirelessly working away at the
project and to date has identified 91 species from 301 specimens
collected across Milner Gardens & Woodland. He is continuing to work
away at the project.
Taking our plant records beyond the ornamental gardens, Larry’s project
is very exciting for many different reasons, one of which is that it is a
foundation for us to expand on; in time developing an inventory of all flora
in the old forest and along the shore which will provide a baseline for
studying how forests in urban settings evolve over time.

Carol Hansen
Tea Room
Coordinator
Michele Lacey

Secretary
Matthew Palmer
Groundsperson

If you are interested in learning more about this project or even becoming
involved, please email us at milnergardens@shaw.ca .

Helen Reimer
Visitor Services
Coordinator
General Information: 250-752-6153
Web site: www.milnergardens.org
Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca

Administration: 250-752-8573
Fax: 250-752-3826

Milner Gardens & Woodland
2179 West Island Highway
Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 1G1

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
If you purchased or renewed your membership last fall, please take a moment to renew your membership now
CATEGORIES
Individual
$25 + HST = $28
Member benefits for one
Household
$40.18 + HST = $45 Member benefits for adults and children living at the same address
BENEFITS

Free admission to the Gardens during regular garden hours (excluding ticketed special events)

Priority registration for education courses

'Milner Musings' Newsletter

Gift Shop and Nursery – 10% discount off regularly-priced merchandise and plants

Discounted Guest Passes - $7.59 + HST = $8.50

Membership in the Milner Gardens and Woodland Society
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Individual $_______
Household $ _______
Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (1)
Ms. Miss Mrs. Mr. Dr. Full Name (2)
Address
Province

City
Postal Code

Email

Phone (Home) ___________________________________ Phone (work) ___________________________________________
Amex/Visa/Master Card: _________ _________ _________ _________.
Cheque: Payable to Milner Gardens & Woodland

Credit card expiry date: ____/____

Cards issued _______ Membership expiry date_________________

